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 R A B B I ’ S  m e s s a g e

There is a great joke which my father loves to tell.  “David goes 

to Temple to talk to God.  Sam goes to Temple to talk to David.”  

My father tells this joke because he is Sam in the joke.  Before 

the pandemic, he loved to go to Temple, but not to pray – praying is 

definitely not his thing.  He went for the oneg!  My dad is a very social 

person, and he became a big synagogue attendee because he loves 

the community and the social aspects of being Jewish.  It doesn’t mat-

ter if it is a service, adult education, a social action program, a social 

event, a committee meeting.  My dad would be there if there were 

people to schmooze with, a cup of coffee and a nosh.  He and I are 

very different in how we live our lives as Jews and practice Judaism.  

But that is perfectly fine, because there are a lot of ways to be Jewish 

and a lot of different kinds of Jews.  
 I remember one day, many years ago, having an unusual conversa-
tion with a friend.  She asked me what it was about being Jewish that I 
wouldn’t ever want to give up.  No one had ever asked me a question 
like that.  I had to pause and think about it.  After a few seconds of 
silence she said, “Me, I’m a Shabbat Jew.  I love celebrating Shabbat.  It 
keeps me sane.  I could give up a lot of things about being Jewish but 
I would never want to give up Shabbat.  What kind of Jew are you?”  
At the time I was very involved in social justice work.  Was I a social 
justice Jew?  Or maybe a Torah study Jew – I always love learning new 
things.  My dad is part social justice Jew and part social Jew.  He wants 
to repair the world and then enjoy the oneg.  There are many ways to 
engage with Judaism.  Maybe you love Jewish music, art, literature or 
culture.  Maybe you are a culinary Jew – and you love Jewish cooking 
or eating!  Maybe you are a Jewish history nerd or a Jewish trivia ge-
nius.  Maybe you are committed to Israel and have traveled or would 
love to travel there. 
 What is so wonderful about this is that we don’t have to pick just 
one way to be Jewish. And how we enjoy engaging in Judaism can 
change throughout our lives.  As a synagogue community it is impor-
tant that we offer many ways for people to connect with Judaism.  We 
have had wonderful cultural programs including the book and movie 
discussion groups, our art exhibits and will continue those this year.  
We will be offering social action opportunities, even though some 
hands-on social action work is a bit more challenging right now.  Of 
course, we will be together, on Zoom for now, for holidays and Shab-
bat for those of us who engage through prayer, singing, and being 
together as a community.  
 There are two areas I would like us to put some extra focus on in the 
coming months.  One is adult education but in particular Torah study.  
I don’t mean the kind of Torah study where you listen to a rabbi give
a lecture on something.  I mean the kind of Torah study where people 
come together and question and wrestle and discuss and wonder and 

SAVE THE DATE
Kristallnacht Service
 Friday, November 6th at 7:30pm Shabbat and Kristall-
nacht commemoration with Temple Sinai of Bergen County.  Led 
by Rabbi Paula Feldstein, Student Rabbi Ben Dyme and Student 
Cantor Kalix Jacobson of Hebrew Tabernacle and Rabbi Jordan 
Millstein and Cantor Nitza Shamah of Temple Sinai.  This event 
will include special readings and music, lighting of memorial can-
dles and speakers.  For security reasons a special zoom link will be 
provided by email the week before the event.
 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
 Sunday, November 22nd, 3:00pm - Interfaith Thanks-
giving Service:  A zoom link will be provided in advance of the 
event.  Faith communities from all over our neighborhood will 
gather virtually to celebrate Thanksgiving and support one an-
other in the spirit of solidarity, healing and hope.  More informa-
tion will follow soon.

think.  On Saturday mornings we have our Shabbat service at 10am 
but following that service at around 11 we discuss and engage with 
the weekly Torah portion.  We have just started the Book of Genesis, 
which is the story of family dynamics.  When asked to sum up this 
book of the Torah in one sentence, a Jewish educator wrote, “This fam-
ily is messy, and it’s ours.”  We study the stories in English and you do 
not need to come with any previous knowledge - just an eagerness to 
learn and discuss.   Even if you cannot join us for services, feel free to 
jump on Zoom at 11am for Torah study and be prepared to discover 
your inner Torah study Jew!
 The second area we need to really think about as a community is 
my father’s favorite way of being Jewish – being an “Oneg Jew.”  As 
we all know, not being in the Sanctuary has taken away that impor-
tant and fun time we have as a community to chat and relax together 
after the service.  As this pandemic drags on and we continue to have 
to be physically distanced from each other, our social isolation is go-
ing to become worse.  The winter is not something, as an extrovert, 
that I am looking forward to right now.  We are going to start provid-
ing opportunities after services to go into smaller groups on Zoom 
(break-out rooms) so people can feel a bit more like they are sitting 
around the table with a cup of coffee. However, we need to create 
more opportunities for people to come together, even on Zoom, and 
stay connected as a community.  If you have any suggestions or ideas 
for Zoom social gatherings, please be in touch with Hebrew Taber-
nacle leadership or email me at rabbipfeldstein@gmail.com.  
What kind of Jew are you?  What kind of Jew do you want to be?  If 
you aren’t sure, try something new at Hebrew Tabernacle, and find 
out how meaningful being a caring, connected Hebrew Tabernacle 
Jew can be.
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LIGHT ONE CANDLE…

For the Maccabi Children…

For your neighbor next door…

For your aunt in Ohio…
It’s time for our Second Annual Virtual Menorah Sale!!!!

 2020 has been a wild and crazy year, and although it is hard to be-

lieve, it will soon be Chanukah again.  Last year we launched a virtual 

menorah sale, and we are back this year to top that successful fund-

raiser.

 Help light our chanukiah, with the purchase of some virtual candles.  

Eighteen dollars can symbolically light one candle.  Thirty-six can light 

two; fifty-four can light three; seventy-two can light four.  Perhaps, 

you can generously light all eight by contributing one hundred forty-

four dollars.  Think of all the people who you missed seeing in person 

over the last few months.  Think of the people with whom you won’t 

be spending this joyous holiday.  Just because you are apart doesn’t 

mean that you should forget how much they mean to you.  When you 

buy a candle and note the recipients of your gift on the form below, 

the office staff will send an e-card wishing the recipient a happy Cha-

nukah.  What a wonderful way to tell someone you love them AND 

support Hebrew Tabernacle.  At eighteen dollars a candle this is a most 

affordable Chanukah gift.  

 Use the online form (or email/mail the form to the Office) and pay 

via Zelle using this email, htbookkeeper@nyc.rr.com, or use the 

online form and pay by PayPal or credit card on www.hebrewtaber-

nacle.org or mail your payment by check to the Hebrew Tabernacle 

Office with the information about how many candles you want to buy 

and the email addresses for the e-card recipients.

 Although this fundraiser will run through the end of 2020, the dead-

line for an e-card to be sent is December 11.  So, put together your 

holiday list and send in your e-card requests.
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Miriam Frank and Julia Klein

leading the Shofar Choir

Andie and Josie Authers with Shofars

Cam and Josie Levin with Shofars

High Holiday Services – 
Inspiring and Educational

Is it possible to have a religious experience on Zoom?  

 Yes, if your community gathered from every generation together 

(from around the corner and across the country).  Yes, as Rabbi Paula 

Feldstein led us in prayer and reflection on the meaning of these hol-

idays this year, what the women in the Torah can teach us, how Jews 

can listen and act on structural racism, how Yizkor can comfort each 

of us in our losses.  Yes, if Student Cantor Kalix and Ralph Selig led us 

in song and carried us back to our traditional music and forward into 

new traditions. Yes, if the Shofar Choir sounded the ancient horns in 

safe sister-pairs from home and then at a safe distance all together in 

Bennett Park.

 Whether these were your first Holiday services, your first ones in a 

long time, or simply the next ones in an annual tradition going back 

5 years, 25 years or 75 years, the beauty and power of Judaism was 

here for you, and your friends and loved ones.   May we be inscribed 

for a good year, each and every one of us, and all together. 
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The Sunday Chaverim Program

In the month of October, Loren Christian, our Hebrew School Coor-

dinator and parent started this program to give our Hebrew School 

students, Tot Shabbat kids and their families had an opportunity to 

get together outdoors in a socially distanced and safe environment. 

On the Sunday during Sukkot, Hebrew School Principal Shelly Koy 

helped students and parents wave the Etrog and Lulav. Loren orga-

nized crafts activities in connection with the holidays, which were 

hung on our Ft. Washington Avenue doors.

 Thanks to Loren for creating this program and to all of the families 

who came over to celebrate the holidays and our community.

TOT HIGH HOLIDAY UPDATE
Our wonderful, guitar-playing Rabbi Paula and her puppet friend, 

Miriam, had all of the kids actively par-ticipating in Zoom services 

for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot. It was a lively start to a 

new season of Tot services. Watch this space for future Friday night 

Tot service information. If you would like to be signed up for the Tot 

service and activities email list, please contact the office at HTOffice@

nyc.rr.com.

High Holidays Family Services

The Family Services were highlights of our observance of the High 

Holidays at HT. Rabbi Paula conducted services that had everyone 

involved as she explained what the holidays were about. Her daugh-

ter Sarah played guitar as we sang and many of the Hebrew School 

students participated in short skits. “The Announcing Tool” taught 

us about the importance of the Shofar in preparing us for the High 

Holidays as many of the students played their instruments as part of 

the presentation. “The Problem With Toothpaste” taught us about the 

power of words and how once we say something, we cannot take the 

words back.  The students who presented the skits were:  Maddy, Lior, 

Arlo, Marlowe, Boaz, Sylvie S., Jamie, Charley, Josie L., Xander, Sylvie 

R., Andie, Julia and Josie A. We thank them all for taking part in the 

presentations!

Remembering
Paul & Sheila Klein

Paul and Sheila Klein passed away earlier this year within a relatively 
short time of each other, and here are their stories, as written by grand-

daughter Alison Wittner. May their memories be for a blessing.
 Everyone at Hebrew Tabernacle knows Shelly Koy. He is our Jack of 
All Trades, acting as the Hebrew School Principal, Office Manager, and 
general go-to resource for any and all questions. Starting in the 1970s, 
Sheila Klein played a very similar role. She was the Office Manager, He-
brew School Principal, and Secretary to Rabbi Lehman. Sheila played 
an integral part of the HT community and loved getting to know 
families. With her background in Education, she delighted in teaching 
children and running programs for the large number of families in the 
community. During her tenure as Hebrew Tabernacle’s Office Man-
ager/Hebrew School Principal/Jane of All Trades, Sheila introduced a 
young member of the synagogue named Steven, who used to volun-
teer in the office, to her daughter Amy. They have been married for 34 
years. 
 After retiring, Sheila became active in the Sisterhood, eventually 
becoming the President. She continued in that role until she was no 
longer able, but relished her family’s continued involvement in the 
Hebrew Tabernacle community. Sheila was proud that her daughter 
served as a member of the Board, her granddaughter worked as an 
assistant Hebrew school teacher, and most excitingly, her grandson, 
Robby Wittner, chose to be the Student Cantor at HT for the duration 
of his program at HUC.
 Paul Klein, Sheila’s husband, was also a fixture in the Hebrew Tab-
ernacle community. For many years, he was the Assistant Principal of 
local Junior High School 143. He knew many of the congregants as his 
former students. When he retired, he became a regular at the Sister-
hood luncheons, playing bridge with all the ladies, happy to be their 
fourth. As a lifelong Washington Heights resident, Paul had strong cul-
tural ties to the Hebrew Tabernacle, and also loved his family’s contin-
ued involvement in the synagogue.



 Continued on page 6

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS:
8/11/20 –10/15/20

AIR CONDITIONING RENOVATION FUND
 received a donation from…
  Lawrence Cytryn & Eileen Scigliano Leadership Circle Donation towards A/C Replacement Project 
CLERGY ASSIST FUND
 received a donation from… 
  Hebrew Tabernacle Sisterhood Assists to cover clergy payroll costs
  Brian Schneider & Jennifer Talansky Donation to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
  Robert Waldman Donation to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
GENERAL FUND
 received a donation from…
  Harriet Bailer In memory of the Yahrzeit of Abe Greenberg
  Jeff & Marjorie Bauml In memory of the Yahrzeit of Anton Bauml 
  Bernard Crystal In memory of the Yahrzeit of Sylvia Crystal
  Miriam Frank & Desma Holcomb Permanently enter the name of Cynthia Holcomb Hall into the
    Book of Life
  Miriam Frank & Desma Holcomb Permanently enter the name of Peter Janopaul, III into the Book of  Life
  Max Frankel In memory of the Yahrzeit of Jacob Frankel
  Georgette Gestely & Hermann Teifer In memory of the Yahrzeit of Imre Gestely
  Barry & Irene Gilbert In memory of the Yahrzeit of Ella Maier
  Edith Strauss-Goldsmith In memory of the Yahrzeit of Kurt Strauss-Goldsmith
  Barbara Gonzo In memory of the Yahrzeit of Sarah Dlugatch
  Michael Hoffman In memory of the Yahrzeit of Gerda Ruwalski
  Hannelore Noe In memory of the Yahrzeit of Martha Militzer
  Werner Rothschild In memory of the Yahrzeit of Dr. Siegmund Rothschild
  Larry & Janice Stoltzenberg In memory of the Yahrzeit of Ruth Jost
  Gary Thalheimer Permanently add the name of Laura Hofmann to the annual
    Yahrzeit list 
  Dr Ruth Westheimer In memory of the Yahrzeit of Artur Westheimer 
GENERAL FUND – MISC.
 received a donation from… 
  Laura Altschuler In honor of  Miriam Frank and the Shofarellas in Bennett Park
  Barbara & Mike Bassano Donation to the Elderly Food Fund in honor of Eva Feist’s 100th
    Birthday!
  Maria Brown Donation to General Fund
  Myles & Cita Cohen In honor of Eva Feist’s 100th birthday (With much love)
  Jennifer Ho Donation to support the annual Flu Shot Program
  Michael & Melanie Klein In honor of Rabbi Paula Feldstein
  Nina Koenigsberg Donation to the Elderly Food Fund celebrating the 100th birthday of  
    Eva Feist
  Nina Koenigsberg Donation to support the annual Flu Shot Program
  Ted & Grace Anne Koppel In honor of Eva Feist’s 100th birthday 
  Cheryl Kramer In honor of Eva Feist’s 100th Birthday from Brian & David Wolf,
    and Cheryl Kramer & Family
  Mary Marks Donation to support the annual Flu Shot Program
  Audrey May In honor of Desma Holcomb & Miriam Frank
HEBREW SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 received a donation from… 
  Hilary, Robert & Eliot Zatz Donation to Hebrew School Scholarship fund in honor of the Daily
    Elul Ritual
HIGH HOLIDAY FUNDS
KOL NIDRE 
 received a donation from… 
  Maria Brown Kol Nidre Donation towards Elderly Food Fund
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DONATIONS
Continued from page 5
  Bernard Crystal Kol Nidre Donation
  Andrew DaSilva & Paula Loscocco Kol Nidre Appeal & Honors
  Diana Douglas Kol Nidre Donation
  Arthur Eisner Kol Nidre Donation
  June Fortess Kol Nidre Donation in appreciation of the Office Staff
  Miriam Frank & Desma Holcomb Kol Nidre Donation in Gratitude for Rabbi Paula Feldstein &  
    Student Cantor Kalix Jacobson
  Jeremy Gershonowitz Kol Nidre Donation
  Mitch Gershonowitz & Susan Gellert Kol Nidre Donation
  Nina Gershonowitz Kol Nidre Donation
  Edith Strauss-Goldsmith Kol Nidre Donation
  Mary & Rita Hamburgh Kol Nidre Donation
  Michelle Hamburgh (Cohlan) Kol Nidre Donation towards Building Improvement
  Marga Kunreuther Kol Nidre Donation
  Joan Serano Laufer Kol Nidre Donation
  Sharon Lehman Kol Nidre Donatio in appreciation of Joan Laufer & thanks to the Rabbi,
    Cantor, Ralph, Shelly & Jeremy Gershonowitz 
  Rose Ellen Neidish Kol Nidre Donation
  Elizabeth Ritter Kol Nidre Donation
  Emily Rubinstein & Igor Zilberman Kol Nidre Donation
  Jacob and Janice Scherer Kol Nidre Donation  Happy and Healthy New Year to Alison McDonald,
    Matt & Sylvie Scherer and family.
  Brian Schneider & Jennifer Talansky Kol Nidre Donation
  Jacqueline Silver Kol Nidre Donation Thank you for letting me share your Rosh Hashanah
    services and activities
  Kadijah Spence Kol Nidre Donation
  Michele Stafford Kol Nidre Donation in honor of Tara Collins, Ellie and Josie Levin
  Judith Stivelband Kol Nidre Donation
  Gary Thalheimer Kol Nidre Donation
  Robinanne Turiel & Todd Rubinstein Kol Nidre Donation
  Anita Vooss Kol Nidre Donation
  Joseph Wolfermann Kol Nidre Donation 
  Hilary & Robert Zatz Kol Nidre Donation
YIZKOR FUND
 received a donation from…
  Bernard Crystal Yizkor Donation
  Diana Douglas Yizkor Donation
  Arthur Eisner Yizkor Donation
  Edith Strauss-Goldsmith Yizkor Donation
  Michael & Melanie Klein Yizkor Donation
  Sharon Lehman Yizkor Donation
  Grace Neidish Yizkor Donation
  Celia Orgel Yizkor Donation to the Youth and Family fund in memory of Dorothy &  
    Julius Orgel
  Stanley & Joan Herz Pearlman Yizkor Donation in memory of my parents Curt and Marta Herz
  Gary Thalheimer Yizkor Donation
  Robinanne Turiel & Todd Rubinstein Yizkor Donation in memory of Ronald Rubinstein, Michal Winter,
    Noel Robert Rubinstein, David & Judith Turiel
  Anita Vooss Yizkor Donation
  Susan Weiner Yizkor Donation
  Hilary & Robert Zatz Yizkor Donation
PRAYER BOOK FUND
 received a donation from…
  Anonymous Donation towards New Prayer Books for the High Holidays



IN MEMORIAM
In grateful memory of the departed whose names are taken from the re-
cords of Hebrew Tabernacle and Beth Am and which appear on a separate 
weekly Yahrzeit list. It is our minhag to read Yahrzeit names at the Shabbat 
services following the date. If you would like a name read, please call the 
office in the preceding week.

YAHRZEIT LIST
November 1-7, 2020
 Walter Allman
 Samuel J. Appel
 Isaac Bauland
 Arthur Berg
 Ilse Bergman
 Fred Bern
 Siegfried Bernheim
 Jane Collin
 Paula Ehrenreich
 Lily Freedman
 Regina Landau Freeman
 Bella Friedberg
 Fred Gluck
 Meta Goldmann
 Julius Goldschmidt
 Helene Goldstein
 Ida Gordon
 Paul Hahn
 Ernest Jakobsberg
 Morris Kahn
 Max Kern
 Irma Knoepfler
 Ida S. Kuerer
 Gerald Land
 Hermann Levite
 Larry Lubin
 Alphons Mayer
 Clara Mayer
 Joseph Merber
 Karl Muetz
 Alfred Muir
 Cecelia Nadler
 Josef  Nesselroth
 Markus Oppenheim
 Rudolph R. Pfeffer
 Yitzhak Rabin
 Harriet Rothschild
 Naftali Spiewak
 Ilse Stadthagen
 Lydia Tislowitz
 Paul Ullman
 Henriette Waller

 Abraham Ward
 Bernard F. Wickert
November 8 – 14
 Hermann Altmann
 Emanuel Arnstein
 Regina Bauer Frankenberg
 Otto Bissinger
 Herman Bloch
 Isidor Bloch
 Richard Deman
 Fred Ebel
 Herbert Elias
 Rosalie Englaender
 Max Erman
 Viola Eschelbacher
 Gertrude Fleischman
 Edgar Friedberg
 Florence Friedland
 Fred Furnberg
 Felix Galimir
 Pepi Gartner
 David Goldfarb
 Rudolf Grunewald
 Leah Haines
 Resi Hamburger
 Helen W. Hart
 Lillie Henoch
 Max Henoch
 Hans Hermann
 Erich Herz
 Karoline Herz
 Marta Herz
 Samuel Herz
 Martin Herzfeld
 Sarah Herzfeld
 Siegbert Herzfeld
 Erna B. Herzfelder
 Miriam Hess
 David Heumann
 Bertha Hirschowitz
 Louis Hopp
 Miriam Isaac
 Felice Kalfus
 Ethel Kohon

 Henrietta Konig
 Rose Kuehnrich
 Hedi Levenback
 Ida Levy
 Lore Lewy
 Rene Loeb
 Dr. Fred Marx
 Felix Marx
 Walter M. Meyers
 Hede Meyerstein
 Emma Michel
 Eugene M. Moses
 Corinne H. Neuburger
 Gerhard Ollendorff
 Aaron Oppenheim
 Hedy Oppenheimer
 Robert Ottensooser
 Paul Pergamenter
 Sarah Pergamenter
 Laura Pollack
 Samuel D. Propper
 Lucie Riess
 Walter Robert
 Rose Rosenthal
 Jack Rubinstein
 Lottie Sapadin
 Theresa Schaye
 Sol Seelig
 Gertrude Singer
 Hans Walter Sittenmann
 Arthur Sommer
 Lillian Sontheimer
 Jakob Spaeth
 Ida Stern
 Julius Stiefel
 Kurt Wallner
 Fanny Weber
 Gunther Will
 Mark Wolff 
November 15 – 21
 Julie Bachenheimer
 Fred Beer
 Nathan Bendheim
 Yettchen Collin
 Sylvia Dlugatch
 Moses Edberg
 Lotte Einstein
 Allen J. Elias
 Joseph Elias
 Ricarda Clemente Elvirez

 Gertrude Fleischman
 Ada Forscher
 Florence Friedland
 Lotte Frolich
 Sidney Glickman
 Kurt Goetz
 Betty Gold
 Leah Haines
 Helen W. Hart
 Margot H. Heilbut
 Erna B. Herzfelder
 Debra Hoberman
 Abraham Kestenbaum
 Adolph Koestler
 Ethel Kohon
 Henrietta Konig
 Hedi Levenback
 Lucy Loscocco
 Bertel Lowenstein
 Ruth R. Maier
 Dr. Ernest Marso
 Herbert Marx
 Adolph Mastbaum
 Hede Meyerstein
 Emmy Nathanson
 Harold Neumann
 Frederika Ober
 Max Oppenheimer
 Jack Rubinstein
 Carl Ruwalski
 Lottie Sapadin
 Katherina Schnurmacher
 Gertrude Singer
 Thekla Strauss
 Margot Tannenwald
 David Turiel
 Max Wallenstein
 Lilly Weil
 Beatrice Weinberg
 Elsa Weinberg
 Hermann Wellisch
 Ruth Wertheimer
 Lucie Wiesengrund
 Mark Wolff
 Thekla Wolff
November  22 – 28
 Helene Adler
 Abraham Arndt
 Bertha C. Austern

Continued on page 8
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YAHRZEIT LIST
Continued from page 7

 Jeannette Berger
 Ernest Bergman
 Frieda Berney
 Ruth Bloch
 Ludwig Brandt
 Irving Doniger
 Norman Eisner
 Rae Fiber
 Morris W. Flaster
 Dr. Walter C. Fleck
 Ilse Flehinger
 Max Fried
 Gerry Goldberg
 Justin Hanau
 Pvt. Samuel J. Heller
 Sidi Herzberg
 Jindrich Hoffman
 Siegfried Jonas
 Eric Kaufman
 Samuel Kestenbaum
 Marie Klopfer
 Julie Koerpel
 Henry H. Kramer
 Ilona Lehman
 Fred Luft
 Rose Maas
 Hugo Meininger
 Charles Meyer
 Sussana Meyer
 Hansi Morbach
 Rose Nadelman
 Dr. George S. Naftulin
 Hannah Neuhaus
 Leiser Neuman
 Sophie Phillips
 George Rawle
 Fannie Rind
 Jacob Rosenberg
 Lisel Rosenthal
 Lina Rubel
 Dorothy Schwartz
 Ilse Seelig
 Ernest W. Stein
 Jacob Stern
 Phyllis Stream
 Sarah Tanz
 Henrietta Vogel

 Markus Wollner
 Blanche Wurzinger
November  29 – December  5
 Joseph Adler
 Ruth Baer
 Werner Bauer
 Sophie Berger
 Emmy Blankenstein
 Joseph A. Blum
 Annie Charig
 Susanne Erman
 Anna Fein
 Walter Frank
 Ida Friedland
 Rose Glantz
 Irving Goldman
 Curt S. Goldsmith
 Isidor Guggenheim
 Grete Habermann
 Manfred Hahn
 Nettie Hausman
 Bruno Herz
 Amalia Hirschfeld
 Ella Jacobs
 Rochel Greenberg Kleiner
 Pauline Koy
 Adolf Lachmann
 Walter F. Lebrecht
 Alfred Levy
 Samuel Levy
 Sarah Lewis
 Henry Lipkin
 Bernard S. Lowenthal
 Emil Mandel
 Betty Myerson
 Honora Reiss
 Martha Reiter
 Gershon Remiz
 Samuel Rind
 Rose Rosenfeld
 Jeanne Rubinstein
 Benjamin L. Saloshin
 Hugo Sander
 Susan Berger Schack
 Irma Scharf
 Ernest Schmidt
 Ingeborg Schorsch
 Bertha Schwab
 Willy Schwab

 Harry Solow
 Ann Sonnenfeld
 Louis Strauss
 Mollie Stutz
 Abram A. Weigert
 Herman Weiler
 Richard Weis
 Max Westheimer
 Jacob Wielar
December 6 – 12
 Bella Adelman
 Irving Axelrad
 Sofie Baumgart
 Bertha Bertheim
 Walter Biermann
 Moritz Blumenthal
 Ilse Brodman
 Ann Callman
 Amelia Cohen
 Moses Dittmann
 Gus Einstein
 Erna Englander
 Fanny English
 Erich S. Federmann
 Meloni Frank
 Lea Goettinger
 Martin Goldman
 Abraham Heilbronn
 Friedel Heynemann
 Paul S. Jonas
 Joseph Kavaler
 Rita Eulau Kern
 Hedy Klinger
 Martha Kohlmann
 Jamie Kohn
 Grete Lehmann
 Max Lexandrowitsch
 Paula Marx
 Hugo Meier
 Jenny Meier
 Fred Meyer
 Ernest Michel
 Dr. Solomon Perlroth
 Dr. Maurice Rashbaum
 Oscar Rosenthal
 Selma Sarner
 Tillie Schwartz
 Julius Seligsberg
 Samuel Sollender

 Hanna Stern
 Dr. Alfred Strauss
 Dr. Justin Strauss
 Fay Sturman
 Julius Ullmann
 Morris Weigert
 Dennis H. Wolf
 Minnie Wolff
 Hedwig Wollner 
December 13 – 19
 Emma Arndt
 Lina Arndt
 Herman Benjamin
 Bessie Braunstein
 Joan Brennan
 Ellen Clipper
 Henry L. Cohen
 Ronald Cronin
 Maxim Decoin
 Oscar Englander
 Aaron Friedland
 Thea Gerstle
 Julius Gold
 William Haberman
 Frida Hecht
 Ruth Heinecke
 Gunter Hirshfield
 Leopold Jourdan
 Emma Katz
 Esther Klein
 Rose Lauer
 Max Levine
 Nanni Loeb
 Lee Luft
 Bertha Orchard Metzner
 Ottilie Meyer
 Rosa Michel
 Valerie Muetz
 Rodolfo Neustadt
 Erna Nussbaum
 Armin Oppe
 Moses Ottenheimer
 Dakota Pite
 Rabbi Jacob Polish
 Gerde Pollack
 Mamie Rosenfeld
 Otto Rubel
 Jean Rubinsky

Continued on page 9
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YAHRZEIT LIST
Continued from page 8

 Philip Sandler
 Kurt Schickler
 Bella Schnitzler
 Max Smerka
 Leo Steindler
 Rudy Steinhardt
 Henry Wallach
 Aaron Weigert
 Bertha Weikersheimer
 Dr. Walter Weil
 Jakob Weinheim
 Frieda Winter
December 20 – 26
 Lea Allweil
 Muriel Baar
 Lottie Bachenheimer
 Mimi Bachrach
 Lucie Bergmann
 Walter Blankfort
 Herta Bloch
 Sophia Block
 Dr. Maria Blume
 Peter Brandt
 Isidore Brown
 Rita Cohn
 Normie Crystal
 Nathan Eckstein
 Mildred Engel
 Hilde Englander
 Charles Eppstein
 Ira Eulau
 Victor Feibelman
 Marx Finstone
 Herta Fleck
 Rose Forscher
 Thekla Frank
 Hilda Fuld
 Hedy Ginzburg
 Gerson Wm. Goodman, Sr.
 Anne M. Greenbaum
 Sydelle Greenhut
 Emma Gutmann
 Martin Haas
 Bruno Heart
 Julius Heilbronn
 Paul Heinecke
 Jacob Isaacs

 Adolf Israel
 Sophie Israel
 Arthur Jacoby
 Dr. Richard Lewin
 Leon Loeb
 Emilie Lowenstein
 Max Marx
 Fanny Neumann
 Frieda Oppenheimer
 Elsa Poortje
 Charles Rosenfeld
 Siegfried Rosenthal
 Carrie Samuels
 Elmer Sapadin
 Barbara Scholler
 Rose Schulman
 Herbert Schwartz
 Tillie L. Schwartz
 Ilse Selowsky
 Julius Silberstein
 Werner Simon
 Lillie Sink
 Morris Sokolowski
 Shari Solow
 Carrie Weil
 Henry Wolf
 Regina Wolf
Dec.  27 – January 2, 2021
 Margarete Adler
 Ruth Baer
 Warner Baer
 Margot Baumgart
 Gisela Beer
 Esther Blum
 Julius Bock
 Margaret Breitbarth
 Lucy P. Cahn
 Caesar Cohn
 Ernst Damitt
 Jacob Dessauer
 Sarah Dessauer
 Kurt Elias
 Herman Engel
 Julius Feist
 Simon Fleishman
 Leonard Friedland
 Bianca Geist
 Grigori Glaz
 Walter Goldstrom

 Inge Goodkind
 Simon M. Greene
 Frieda Hamburger-Schmer
 Sidney Hausman
 Theresa Heiman
 Robert Hyman
 Aaron Jacobs
 Laura Karlsruher
 Doris Karp
 Alice Katz
 Berti Katz
 Arthur L. King
 Alice Kingsley
 Charles Kluge
 Siddy Krisch
 Mascha Kupfer
 Bertha Laufer
 Tillie Sneudaira Lesser
 Jennie S. Levy
 Martha Levy
 Bernard Lewis
 Hans Militzer
 Alfred Mortge
 Ruth Neumann
 Morris Newman
 Dr. Ulrich Ollendorff
 Mina Oppenheimer

 Oskar Pomper
 Edward Preis
 Elizabeth Rich
 Jacob S. Rosen
 Susan Rosenfeld
 Jeanette Elfriede Rosenwald
 Anna Saul
 Therese Schwarz
 William Seideman
 Gerald Solomon
 Minna Sommer
 Zita Stern Sonder
 Lena Spector
 Erna Strauss
 Florence Tanenzaph
 Martin Thalheimer
 Selma Tobias
 Max H. Weinberg
 Alice Weissman
 Rosel Wodowski
 Monroe Wohlgemuth
 Herta Wollner
 Paul Strauss
 Albert L. Sussman
 Phyllis Taylor
 Herta Westheimer

If you use Amazon,
please shop at smile.amazon.com
(which is exactly the same as using amazon.com).

When you choose
Hebrew Tabernacle of Washington Heights

as your supporting charity .5% of every
purchase goes directly to supporting

our programs.

If you need help please call the office
and we’ll walk you through it.



Great Reads for the Changing Seasons:
Join Our Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club

Our Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club offers thought-provoking read-
ing and spirited discussions via Zoom. Whether you are nearby or 

many miles away, we invite you to join us one Wednesday each month 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m., and share your ideas by safe distancing.
 On September 16, we were honored to be joined by special guest 
Dr. Sophie Turner-Zaretsky. She had been one of three hidden child 
survivors of the Holocaust as  chronicled in R. D. Rosen’s powerful 2014 
nonfiction work, Such Good Girls. Now retired after a distinguished 
career as a radiologist-oncologist, Sophie’s responses to our variety of 
questions about her survival experiences were both incisive and life-
affirming.
 Real-life espionage, intrigue, and meticulous detail were the hall-
marks of the true-life book we explored on October 14. Spies of No 
Country: Secret Lives at the Birth of Israel, a 2019 work by Matti Fried-
man, allowed us to enter the clandestine lives of four agents work-
ing undercover in what was called the Arab Section unit from 1948 
to 1949. Israeli operatives endeavored in disguise, from Beirut to Hai-
fa, with very little funding but all the bravery imaginable. Their unit 
would eventually give rise to Israel’s intelligence agency, the Mossad.
The Family Tabor, the 2018 novel by Cherise Wolas, will be our selec-
tion for November 11. What should be the dream of a lifetime--being 
named Man of the Decade--becomes something else entirely. A high-
powered man, replete with a high-powered family, begins to expe-
rience the personification of pride coming before a fall...as a family 
secret comes to light.
 Join us on December 9 for the family remembrance Tehran Children: 
A Holocaust Refugee Odyssey, by Mikhal Dekel. The 2019 memoir fo-
cuses on the author’s father, Hannan, and the Teitel family. The book 
details the 1939 escape in World War II from Nazi-overrun Poland, then 
to Iran, and then ultimately to Mandatory Palestine in 1943. Further 
hardscrabble times ensue.
 The author is scheduled to join us for this December 9 meeting.

Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club 
 

 

Join us for the next meeting of the Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club, open to the community. 

 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019, 7 – 8:30 pm 
Meeting in Classroom 2 

The Jew Store, by Stella Suberman (1998) 

For a real bargain, while you're making a living, you should make also a life. --Aaron Bronson. In 1920, in 
small town America, the ubiquitous dry goods store--suits and coats, shoes and hats, work clothes and 
school clothes, yard goods and notions--was usually owned by Jews and often referred to as "the Jew 
store." That's how Stella Suberman's father's store, Bronson's Low-Priced Store, in Concordia, 
Tennessee, was known locally. The Bronsons were the first Jews to ever live in that tiny town (1920 
population: 5,318) of one main street, one bank, one drugstore, one picture show, one feed and seed, 
one hardware, one barber shop, one beauty parlor, one blacksmith, and many Christian churches.  

Questions and suggestions: Contact Susan Gellert at susan_gellert@yahoo.com 
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school clothes, yard goods and notions--was usually owned by Jews and often referred to as "the Jew 
store." That's how Stella Suberman's father's store, Bronson's Low-Priced Store, in Concordia, 
Tennessee, was known locally. The Bronsons were the first Jews to ever live in that tiny town (1920 
population: 5,318) of one main street, one bank, one drugstore, one picture show, one feed and seed, 
one hardware, one barber shop, one beauty parlor, one blacksmith, and many Christian churches.  

Questions and suggestions: Contact Susan Gellert at susan_gellert@yahoo.com 

 The selection on January 6 is the Michael David Lukas 2018 imagina-
tive novel, The Last Watchman of Old Cairo. The award-winning book 
mixes metaphysical mystery from Old Cairo to Victorian times to the 
modern era. What fate lies ahead for the young man who must fulfill a 
remarkable destiny?
 We invite you to check our website for the latest Book Club updates. 
Suggestions are welcome; please contact convener Susan Gellert at 
susan_gellert@yahoo.com.
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Our Searches Fulfilled
Last year, after the high holidays, the Rabbinical and Cantorial search 

committees started their interesting journeys towards new clergy. 
The process included: drafting very specific job descriptions and post-
ing listings with CCAR and HUC, completing the application process 
for the student match programs, reviewing resumes and performing 
preliminary videoconferences. These actions were followed by in-
person interviews, countless emails and plenty more.  A small army of 
Hebrew Tabernacle volunteers took on the challenging tasks, armed 
with their own opinions, agendas, and ideas. Each committee had var-
ied personalities, like the 7 Dwarfs, combining their efforts and devel-
oping into excellent teams! We surmounted our challenges, leaned on 
our strengths and got the job done.
 We are once again after the High Holidays, now on the far side of 
“the search’.” Rabbi Paula Feldstein is our first Rabbi at Hebrew Taber-
nacle interviewed exclusively on Zoom. Services and Hebrew School 
went virtual at the beginning of the shutdown, and all meetings and 
events were moved online practically seamlessly. The ease of transi-
tion was due to the excellent team behind the scenes, a team of em-
ployees, volunteers, and hybrids of both! But there is so much work 
yet to do.
 A medical committee was created in response to our need to ad-
dress Covid-19 as a congregation. This team of medical doctors, nurse 
practitioners, and other professional hospital employees, predicted 
an upsurge in Covid-19 in the fall (which is happening) and advised 
against resuming services in the building at this time. The Building & 
Licensing Committee of the Board of Trustees has been working in-
cessantly to have projects in the building completed. They’ve been 
endeavoring to get the whole building cleaned and sanitized for our 
safety, when we can finally come back indoors. They have created, 
with the input of the medical committee, an official re-opening plan 
which is now on file. 
 Unfortunately, it doesn’t look like we are going back to the Sanc-
tuary any time soon. But when we do go back, there will be new 
rules-- rules that many people are already familiar with, like tempera-
ture scans, symptom questionnaires, and social distancing. Wearing 
a mask is mandatory for anyone in the building, and hand sanitizer is 
readily available.
 So for now we will continue to use Zoom as our meeting place and 
keep our congregation vibrant during very difficult times. We wel-
come Rabbi Paula Feldstein, Student Rabbi Benjamin Dyme, and Stu-
dent Cantor Kalix Jacobson to H.T.
 And we welcome everyone to come to services and events on 
Zoom. Visit our website www.hebrewtabernacle.org and visit us on 

our Facebook page! Happy 5781!
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On October 25, Diana Douglas, Denny Kelk and a number of other 

volunteers came together to do some much-needed pruning and 

planting on the Hebrew Tabernacle grounds.  From youngest congre-

gants to seniors, we planted daffodil, tulip, and grape hyacinth bulbs 

for the spring season to come, cutting overgrowth, sweeping and 

bagging. A friend of the Sisterhood offered lovely jewelry pieces for 

sale to benefit the Sisterhood. Congregants dropped off packages of 

pasta that had been shaken vigorously in song during our Friday night 

Family Service via Zoom, to be donated to a local food pantry. 

 Among the results of this labor of love (which will be continued): 

their efforts revealed a plaque, erected a few decades ago, that had 

not been able to be seen for years. The plaque celebrates the contri-

bution for plantings from several related families, and now proudly 

shines again in the sunlight!

 Loren’s final wonderful Chaverim Program for the season with arts 

and crafts for our youngest congregants drew to a close, with adults 

and kids invited to pitch in and help beautify the greenery. (More work 

ahead in the future!) A highlight during the afternoon was a special 

visit from Rabbi Paula and one of her lovely daughters, Eve. For most 

of us, it was the very first time we got to meet our beloved new Rabbi 

in person. A hardworking and rewarding day enjoyed by all.

 In addition to Diana and Denny, you can see some of our other Team 

Tabernacle greenery go-getters including John Kelk, Mike Klein, and 

members young and old hard at work on a beautiful and purposeful 

Sunday. How can we make such future events even better?  You are 

cordially invited to roll up your sleeves, grab your work gloves, and get 

in the picture with us. Masks, social distancing, and elbow grease will 

make terrific things happen–from the ground up!

Hebrew Tabernacle Beautification Day

Mike Klein & John Kelk – a/k/a “The Clippers” hard at work

pruning the shrubs outside our Synagogue.

Two of our very young members doing their part to help out.



HEBREW TABERNACLE
   o f  wa s h i n g t o n  h e i g h t s

 551 Fort Washington Avenue
 New York, New York 10033-1908

On Sunday, October 25, our Beautification Day (see story inside) was made even more beautiful by a special visit by Rabbi Paula and one of 

her daughters, Eve. In addition to greeting all of us working outdoors on the Tabernacle greenery, they visited briefly inside the building. 

Here Rabbi Paula lovingly pauses within our Sanctuary–empty now but patiently awaiting the time we can all be together and worship 

within. It is truly planting a seed of hope.

12 | H E B R E W  TA B E R N AC L E  B U L L E T I N  N O V E M B E R - D E C E M B E R  2020


