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 R A B B I ’ S  m e s s a g e

Unnetanah Tokef, one of the central prayers of the high holy 

day liturgy, states that teshuvah, tefilah, and tzedakah -- re-

pentance, prayer, and charity -- temper God’s harsh decree.  

teshuvah must definitely come before the other two, especially tze-

dakah.  before we can repair and bring peace to the world, we must 

repair ourselves and our relationships.  Otherwise, we merely project 

our own private agendas.  

 I think of the musical comedy, the book of Mormon.  Let’s, for a mo-

ment, look past the bawdy humor.  It follows two Mormon missionar-

ies as they attempt to preach the Mormon religion to the inhabitants 

of a remote ugandan village.   they come with preconceived agendas.  

they are taught to measure success by how many people they can 

baptize and bring into the faith.  One of them was resentful and felt 

destined for a cushy job in Orlando, florida.  both missionaries had to 

take an honest look at themselves and confront their demons before 

they could help others.  they find success only by getting to know the 

locals as real people and by expressing sensitivity towards the press-

ing issues that they must face:  aIds, famine, and oppression from the 

village warlords.

 In contemporary society, people are constantly projecting their an-

ger and personal frustration onto others.  there is the story of the nazi 

and the bicycle riders.

 the nazi said to the jew:  “the jews are responsible for all Germa-

ny’s problems.”

 “yes,” said the jew. “the jews and the bicycle riders.”

 “Why the bicycle riders?” said the nazi, puzzled.

 “Why the jews?” said the jew.

 It’s easy to make a devil out of anyone who stands in our way or has 

a different opinion from our own,  the lazy left will do with classes; the 

lazy right will do it with races.  Opposition politicians frequently make 

devils out of each other.

 and I shall do it, too.  I will make a devil of the garbage truck that 

blocks my entrance unto Cabrini boulevard and delays my entry into 

the Cabrini Garage.  I shall make a devil out of people who don’t share 

my opinions or values.  Whenever I feel this way, I add to the present 

object of my hate the words, “and the bicycle riders,” and then I realize 

how absurd it is. 

 What is the devil after all?  just our own weaknesses, our own lack of 

courage, the problems we can’t face, the bit of our own selves we can’t 

love.  We are our own devils.

 When the projection of self-serving agendas enters the political 

arena, the results can be particularly lethal.   revolutions have taken 

place throughout world history.  the new regimes have often been 

more brutal than the old regimes that were replaced.  a colleague of

Continued on page 3

T’FILLAH SCHEDULE
 January 2020   TEvET-SH’vAT 5780

 Friday, January 3, 2020 tevet 6
  6:00 pm: Tot Shabbat
  6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

 Saturday, January 4, 2020 tevet 7
   Parashat vayigash
  10:00 am: Shabbat Service
  6:00 pm: Havdalah Hang

 Friday, January 10, 2020 tevet 13
  6:30 pm: Family Service

 Saturday, January 11, 2020  tevet 14
   Parashat vayechi
  10:00 am: Shabbat Service

 Friday, January 17, 2020 tevet 17
  6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

 Saturday, January 18, 2020 tevet 18
   Parashat Shemot
  10:00 am: Shabbat Service

 Friday, January 24, 2020 tevet 27
  6:00 pm: Tot Shabbat
  6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

 Saturday, January 25, 2020 tevet 28
   Parashat vaera
  10:00 am: Shabbat Service
  12:00 pm Rosh Chodesh and Lunch
  6:00 pm: Havdalah Hang

 Friday, January 31, 2020 Sh’vat 5
  6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat
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T’FILLAH SCHEDULE
 February 2020  SH’vAT-ADAR 5780
  Saturday, February 1, 2020 Sh’vat 6
    Parashat Bo
   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

  Friday, February 7, 2020 Sh’vat 12
   6:30 pm: Family Service

  Saturday, February 8, 2020 Sh’vat 13
    Parashat Beshalach
   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

  Friday, February 14, 2020 Sh’vat 19
   6:00 pm: Tot Shabbat
   6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

  Saturday, February 15, 2020 Sh’vat 20
    Parashat Yitro
   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

  Friday, February 21, 2020 Sh’vat 26
   6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

  Saturday, February 22, 2020 Sh’vat 27
    Parashat Mishpatim
   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

  Friday, February 28, 2020 adar 3
   6:00 pm: Tot Shabbat
   6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

  Saturday, February 29, 2020 adar 4
    Parashat terumah
  10:00 am: Shabbat Service
  6:00 pm: Havdalah Hang

SAvE THE DATE
COnGreGatIOnaL/
COMMunIty seder

Wednesday, April 8, 2020
(First Seder)
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RABBI’S Message
Continued from page 1

mine once said, “No matter how you cut the salami, it’s still the same 

salami. Most revolutions cut the salami in different slices, but what 

they deal out is the same--adjustments to consumerisms and comfort, 

and redirection of aggression, not its elimination.  This explains why 

many revolutions go wrong.  The ideals are fine, but they can never 

flower, because they are hijacked by the ego.”

 During the summer, Democratic Party candidates for president of 

the United States debated the issues of the day.  While there was much 

rhetoric about social revolution and restructuring the status quo, the 

debates were really about cutting the salami.  While candidates ad-

dressed affordable health care and adding years to life, government 

by itself cannot provide a lasting solution to the spiritual malaise in 

American society and add life to our years.  We need religion.

 While candidates provided competing plans to improve the lot of 

the working class, to end gender and racial inequality,  to provide a 

more humane immigration system, and to reduce gun violence, no 

political system can eradicate greed, violence, and “hatred of the oth-

er” which is indelibly etched on so many human hearts. We need reli-

gion.  Politicians offer to slice the salami in different ways, but we need 

religious leaders and faith communities to totally change the salami.

Religious institutions can begin changing the salami by functioning 

as counter-cultures.   Instead of mirroring the crass materialism of the 

surrounding society and judging people by the size of their pocket-

books, their mission is to bring people in on their own terms.   Instead 

of mirroring the intolerance and tribalism of the wider community, re-

ligious institutions must open their doors to all individuals and value 

their special gifts without regard to ethnic origin, gender, sexual ori-

entation, or physical and mental disabilities.  Instead of mirroring the 

coldness and spiritual emptiness of secular society, religious institu-

tions must encourage its members to grow in their kindness and com-

passion and to become better people.  Genuine revolution in society 

will only occur when religious institutions demand high ethical stan-

dards of their members and encourage each of them to revolutionize 

themselves from within.

 Teshuvah must come before tzedakah.  Before we can presume to 

change our communities, we need to first change ourselves.  The late 

18th and early 19th century Hasidic rabbi, Simcha Bunim, teaches: 

“When a man has made peace within himself, he will be able to make 

peace in the whole world.”  Or more simply put in a popular song, 

“Learning to love yourself is the greatest gift of all.”

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BULLETIN!!
Thanks for your support!

From left, proudly posing with Robby, are dad Steven Wittner,

wife Alexandra, mom Amy Wittner, and sister Alison.

On November 13, 2019, a number of Hebrew Tabernacle congregants, 

family members, and friends gathered for Student Cantor Robby 

Wittner’s magnificent Senior Recital at Hebrew Union College.

Clergy Search Begins
As you read in President Laufer’s letter in November (and her article in 

this Bulletin), the Board of Trustees has undertaken a search to hire a 

part-time rabbi or a part-time cantor (and, if fiscally possible, a rabbin-

ical or cantorial student). The new clergy would begin her/his tenure 

July 1, and at that point, Rabbi Gale’s role would change further.  The 

student’s tenure begins in the fall. 

 President Laufer has appointed two Search Committees, which are 

diverse and representative of our current membership and leaders:

 PT Rabbi Search Committee:  Denny Kelk, Chair; Rita Hamburgh, 

Vice-Chair; Kate Sussman, Justin Shames, Desma Holcomb, Mark Ham-

burgh, Diana Douglas, Ralph Selig and Steve Wittner.  

 PT Cantor Search Committee:  Jen Talansky, Chair; Deb Canning, 

Vice Chair; Paul Glassman, Vice Chair; Susan Gellert, Hilary Zatz, Amy 

Wittner, Ralph Selig, Melanie Klein.

Reform Judaism’s Search Process
 Both the Search Committees have submitted applications and job 

descriptions to the Reform Judaism clergy hiring coordinators because 

the hiring of Reform clergy has its own protocols.  All congregations 

seeking clergy operate through hiring website listings of rabbinic or 

cantorial job openings available only to Reform clergy candidates.  

 For rabbis, the coordinating Rabbinic Placement Commission is a 

joint project of the Central Conference of American [Reform] Rabbis, 

the Union of Reform Judaism (URJ) and the Hebrew Union College 

(HUC) [seminary].  For cantors, the Joint Cantorial Placement Com-

mission is a shared project of the American Conference of [Reform] 

Cantors, the URJ, the HUC and the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred 

Music.  
Continued on page 7
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we GrateFUllY acKnOwledGe theSe recent cOntrIBUtIOnS:
8/08/19 –11/15/19

aIr cOndItIOnInG renOvatIOn FUnd
 received a donation from…
  Martin englisher  donation covering air Conditioning renovation
  eve Leopold & Marvin reinheimer donation covering air Conditioning renovation
  joel & Pepy ettinger Murray donation covering air Conditioning renovation
  ht book Club donation covering air Conditioning renovation
  Pledgeling foundation donation covering air Conditioning renovation

BeQUeStS FUnd
 received a donation from…
  estate of Ludi stern

clerGY aSSISt FUnd
 received a donation from…
  hebrew tabernacle sisterhood assists to cover clergy payroll costs – july/august 2019
  hebrew tabernacle sisterhood assists to cover clergy payroll costs – september 2019
  desma holcomb On Kol nidre, for rabbinic intern salary
  joshua Kotzin & dorian Karchmar assists to cover rabbinic intern payroll costs

General FUnd – MISc.
 received a donation from… 
  anonymous General fund donation
  joseph & joan serrano Laufer donation in honor of Mahjong Club
  Mahjong Players donation from Mahjong Club players
  Cara McIlwaine In honor of hyman himmelfarb and Leo fried
  fredy K. seidel In honor of rabbi Gale
  Gary thalheimer donation for the honor of an aliyah
  
General FUnd
 received a donation from…
  richard allman In memory of the yahrzeit of Walter allman (for a/C fund) 
  Laura altschuler In memory of the yahrzeit of William altschuler
  Mr. & Mrs. jerry & ellen bergman In memory of the yahrzeits of Ilse and ernest bergman 
  tara Collins enter the name of richard Collins into the book of Life
  david duhan In memory of the yahrzeits of sylvia spector, bernard duhan, fred duhan
    & ruth duhan
  Miriam frank In memory of the yahrzeit of adolf frank for the hebrew school fund  
  Charles friedman In memory of the yahrzeit of arthur friedman
  john frolich & Laurie Likoff In memory of the yahrzeit of harry frolich
  barry & Irene Gilbert In memory of the yahrzeit of ella Maier
  edith strauss - Goldsmith In memory of the yahrzeit of Kurt strauss - Goldsmith
  barbara Gonzo In memory of the yahrzeit of sarah & sylvia dlugatch
  hannah hahn In memory of the yahrzeit of Ida asch
  Mark & rita hamburgh In memory of the yahrzeit of arthur berg
  Ingrid hirsch In memory of the yahrzeits of Gertrude & Martin hirsch

  Michael & ellen hoffman In memory of the yahrzeits of Gerda & Carl ruwalski

  Pauline jakobsberg In memory of the yahrzeit of ernest jokobsberg

  rose ellen neidish enter the name of steven neidish into the book of Life

  helen neuhaus In memory of the yahrzeit of rose Leslie

  hannelore noe In memory of the yahrzeit of Martha Militzer

  rafael & susan rishik In memory of jacob rishik 

  Werner & audrie rothschild In memory of the yahrzeit of dr. siegmund rothschild

Continued on page 5
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DONATIONS
Continued from page 4

General FUnd (cOnt.)

  fredy K. seidel book Plate donations for harry sydel & bela neumann

  aby & Liz shamir In memory of the yahrzeit of hedi Levenback

  rita & Martin steiner In memory of the yahrzeit of Leo steiner

  Larry & janice stolzenberg In memory of the yahrzeit of ruth jost

  dr. hermann teifer & Georgette Gestely In memory of the yahrzeit of Imre Gestely

  Gary thalheimer In memory of the yahrzeit of regina bauer frankenberg

  William tucker & hannah hahn In memory of the yahrzeit of Ida asch

  robinanne turiel & todd rubinstein In memory of the yahrzeit of david turiel  

  Gwynne Wolgemuth In memory of the yahrzeit of arnold a. secunda

heBrew SchOOl SchOlarShIP FUnd

 received a donation from…  

  Miriam frank In memory of adolf frank

  desma holcomb yizkor donation in honor of anna, Werner, judy and daniel frank 

KOl nIdre FUnd

 received a donation from…  

  anonymous Kol nidre donation

  Irene block Kol nidre donation

  raisa bogdanova Kol nidre donation

  joanna Cohlan  Kol nidre donation

  bernard Crystal Kol nidre donation

  andrew dasilva & Paula Loscocco Kol nidre donation

  arthur eisner Kol nidre donation

  Miriam frank & desma holcomb Kol nidre donation in honor of rabbinic Intern rebecca hecht

  Mitchell Gershonowitz & susan Gellert Kol nidre donation

  Lana Glaz Kol nidre donation

  edith strauss - Goldsmith Kol nidre donation

  Phyllis Gottesman, Kol nidre donation

  Mark & rita hamburgh Kol nidre donation

  brian Langus & andrea davidoff Kol nidre donation

  Peter Kohlmann Kol nidre donation

  joseph & joan serrano Laufer  Kol nidre donation

  sharon Lehman Kol nidre donation

  eve Leopold & Marvin reinheimer Kol nidre donation

  Lois naftulin Kol nidre donation

  rose ellen neidish Kol nidre donation  

  justin & yocasta shames Kol nidre donation

  Kari steeves & david sklar Kol nidre donation

  Gary thalheimer   Kol nidre donation

  robinanne turiel & todd rubinstein Kol nidre donations 

  anita vooss Kol nidre donation

  dr. ruth Westheimer Kol nidre donation

Continued on page 6
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DONATIONS
Continued from page 5

KOl nIdre FUnd (cOnt.)

  steven & amy Wittner Kol nidre donation

  robert & hilary Zatz Kol nidre donation

MUSIc FUnd

received a donation from…  

  robert, hilary & eliot Zatz In honor of student Cantor robby Wittner’s senior recital

PrIncIPal’S dIScretIOnarY FUnd

 received a donation from…  

  harriet & Gene bailer In honor of shofar players on high holidays

raBBI’S dIScretIOnarY FUnd 

 received a donation from…  

  Leslie deman In memory of Paula & richard deman  

SISterhOOd FUnd

 received a donation from…  

  dalia smerka In honor of the sisterhood

  rob & Linda Wertheimer In memory of ruth Wertheimer’s yahrzeit

  rob & Linda Wertheimer In memory of the yahrzeit of felice Kalfus

YIZKOr FUnd

 received a donation from…  

  harold & ruth austern yizkor donation    

  bernard r. Crystal yizkor donation  

  nina edwards yizkor donation

  rashel & david hochstadt yizkor donation

  susan Kohlmann yizkor donation  

  joseph & joan serrano Laufer yizkor donation

  sharon Lehman yizkor donation in memory of Ilona Lehman

  eve Leopold & Marvin reinheimer yizkor donation

  Carol Levner yizkor donation

  Lois naftulin yizkor donation

  rose ellen neidish yizkor donation

  Gary thalheimer yizkor donation

  renee toueg yizkor donation

  robinanne turiel & todd rubinstein yizkor donations in memory of judith turiel, david turiel, noel robert

    rubenstein, ronald rubenstein, Michael Winter

  anita vooss   yizkor donation

  randy Weber yizkor donation in tribute to Carl Wolf 

  susan Weiner yizkor donation

  steven & amy Wittner yizkor donation in memory of Gertrude Wittner

  steven & amy Wittner yizkor donation in memory of fred Wittner

  robert & hilary Zatz yizkor donation
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Rabbi Gale’s
Two Anniversaries

This spring, our congregation will be celebrating Rabbi Gale’s 10-

year anniversary with Hebrew Tabernacle and his 40th anniversary 

as a rabbi. 

 In recognition of these milestones, we will be honoring him at our 

Gala in mid-June!  Stay tuned for more details on this festive, fundrais-

ing event.

 This Jewish year, Rabbi Gale has undertaken the mentoring of two 

Hebrew Union College seminary interns until June:  our returning Stu-

dent Cantor Robby Wittner plus a Rabbinic Intern Rebecca Hecht.  As 

the year progresses, Rabbi Gale is giving these students opportunities 

to lead services together, under his guiding eye and with his support.

CLERGY SEARCH
Continued from page 3

Tabernacle’s Bylaws
 According to Tabernacle’s Bylaws, the Search Committees ultimate-

ly make recommendations of one or more candidates to the Board, 

which works with the Search Committee to select and recommend a 

cantor or a rabbi—a selection which is subject to the approval of the 

Members of the congregation.  The President then executes the hiring 

contract.  

 Search Committees must keep the names and resumes of candi-

dates completely confidential during the preliminary winter process 

of reviewing resumes and conducting phone or video screening in-

terviews.  During February, leading candidates may be invited to visit 

the congregation, primarily for an in-person interview with the Search 

Committee, supplemented by some additional Board Members.  This 

visit may include some other meetings with staff and groups of mem-

bers.  

 The Board decides upon a candidate to recommend to the Mem-

bership, which is asked to provide their approval.  Then a final contract 

is executed, with a July 1 start date.  

 Note: The schedule for applying for clergy student interns begins 

around the time that the hiring-decision for the PT rabbi or cantor will 

likely be finalized.

Community Comes
Together for

Interfaith Thanksgiving
The sixth annual Interfaith Thanksgiving celebration was an unqual-

ified success.  Seventeen religious and other neighborhood orga-

nizations were represented, and once again, most of the sanctuary 

was filled. The program was completely child friendly as it featured 

performances from a number of children’s groups: The Washington 

Heights Community Conservatory of Fine Arts, the children’s choir of 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, the youth of the Church 

of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, fifth grade students from the afternoon 

program of Operation Exodus, and of course representatives from the 

Hebrew Tabernacle Religious School.  The blessing of the children in 

English, Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic, French, and Chinese was certainly a 

highlight of the program.

 The theme of the art exhibit in the Armin and Estelle Gold Wing was 

Disrupted Lives.  In keeping with this theme, we embraced a special 

family currently living in Holyrood Church who were the victims of 

the policy of “zero tolerance” and America’s unrelenting immigration 

policies.  The family was blessed in English and Spanish and warmly 

welcomed into our community.

 Our guest speaker, Dr. Ruth Westheimer, shared her powerful and 

heartfelt thoughts with us, drawing on her own life’s journey as a Ho-

locaust survivor – and immigrant. 

 Most of the attendees of the celebration also enjoyed the delicious 

Thanksgiving dinner at the Fort Washington Collegiate Church.  The 

organization was impeccable and the hospitality was second to none.

The outstanding performance of the community band (Iglesia Nuevas 

Buenas and Uptown Community Church) symbolized our community 

spirit.  A community that bands together stays together!



In MeMOrIaM
In grateful memory of the departed whose names are taken from the re-
cords of hebrew tabernacle and beth am and which appear on a separate 
weekly yahrzeit list. It is our minhag to read yahrzeit names at the shabbat 
services following the date. If you would like a name read, please call the 
office in the preceding week.

YahrZeIt lISt
January 5 – 11, 2020
 Isaac acker
 nathan thomas austern
 alfred bacharach
 Kurt bachenheimer
 Charles bargeski
 samuel berger
 bella bimberg
 Walter blankfort
 esther blum
 Isidore brown
 rochelle Cantor
 Ludwig dahlberg
 Glady ebel
 herman engel
 emma eschelbacher
 Walter frankel
 Isaac Gitsky
 helen Graff
 emma Gutmann
 henry M. harris
 theresa heiman
 Willi heimann
 josef W. herzberg
 joseph hirschheimer
 rudolph Kaufman
 Philip Laufer
 frieda Lesser
 augusta Levy
 Leon Lewin
 Pauline Morris
 sidney C. norris
 thilo nussbaum
 jacob Oppenheimer
 Celia Perlman
 hilde Pollack
 ella reiner
 dagmar rosenbaum
 emma L. samuels
 julius schloss
 sophie Waxman shear
 frieda spaeth
 Max steinberg
 alfred steiner
 Max teichner

 Kurt vooss
 ellen Wall
 rudolf Waller
 herman Weikersheimer
 Gretl Weil
 rosel Wodowski

January 12 – 18
 dr. arthur arndt
 ruth batt
 hortense bender
 nellie blum
 julia Cahn
 Gerald Cappel
 herman Cohen
 Leonie damitt
 Kurt elias
 Caroline felsenthal
 joseph florsheim
 Max florsheim
 Ida h. fraade
 Irma frankel
 joseph friedland
 felice Gould
 hugo Gutmann
 jeanne hamburger
 Louis M. hart
 sidney hausman
 sidney jacobs
 elsa L. jonas
 Ludwig Katz
 Gerda Katzenstein
 Leopold Kestenbaum
 samuel Kirchheimer
 natalie Klein
 William Kunreuther
 salomon Loewensberg
 joseph Maculla
 Isidore Mannheim
 Moritz Marx
 fred Mathes
 tillie Michel
 alfred Mortge
 Werner h. norman
 henry Oestreicher
 ruth Oppenheimer

 Lilly Porjesz
 betty rosenberg
 ascher rosenbluth
 sydney rosenfeld
 joseph rosenthal
 Clem salmon
 diane Carol schnee
 dr. solomon schwartz
 Mary seelig
 William seideman
 hermine simon
 alex sonnenfeld
 alice sternheimer
 Max strauss
 Martin thalheimer
 tillie Weiler
 julius Weinstein

January 19 – 25
 frieda adam
 bessie adler
 Louis austern
 Martin baer
 hertha baumblatt
 sally baumblatt
 ruth bekker
 Carl berney
 Cecile bialos
 daniel bloch
 simon Cohen
 Milton dostis
 Celia farkas
 richard feist
 Martin fleisher
 flora florsheim
 sidney forscher
 Werner frank
 Lina froehlich
 erna h. furst
 emanuel Glantz
 sadie Gold
 samuel Golden
 Charlotte hamburger
 Louis herman
 dr. Max hofmann
 Max Kahn
 erna Kastan
 felicia Kopydlowski
 robert Krause
 stephan Leopold
 alice Levy
 ursula Lichtenstein

 alice Loewensberg
 rabbi Meyer Machlis
 Isadore Max
 Oswald h. Mayer
 Ida Morgenroth
 jehuda naor
 emmy newburger
 Kate nordlinger
 dr. arthur Ollendorff
 sigmund rollman
 rosalie rosenbaum
 friedelle rothschild
 Manuel saez
 hans samuel
 samuel sommers
 Louise stern
 ruth strauss
 Charles sussman
 harry Wertheim
 Louis Winkler
 fred Wolf
 alfred Wurzinger

January 26 – February 1
 Irwin j. appel
 james astor
 Kaethe astor
 josef bachenheimer
 amalie barth
 ruth berger
 sol briskie
 Lieselotte Callman
 edward Collin
 erna daniel
 stella daub
 esther engel
 frieda fleishman
 Greta friedman
 Clara fromm
 sylvia Goldberg
 Lilly Golub
 Walter Greenbaum
 frank Gretzer
 simon Gruenbaum
 frieda hanff
 Cecilia hirsch
 regina hirsch
 rhoda jaffin
 archie Kalmus
 Max Katz
 Kurt Kaufmann

Continued on page 9
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 Moses Krotosky
 ancel Land
 bill Leipzig
 susan Leopold
 dora Levine
 Carola Loewenstein
 david Lowenthal
 earl Mable
 henry Maienthau
 heinz Marx
 Martha May
 Paul Meyer
 Linda diane Millett
 hedwig Mortge
 helen Moses
 simon Moskowitz
 hermann Mueller
 elsie Muller
 rudolf neuburg
 herbert neufeld
 alexander Ockun
 harry M. Osers
 henry Phillips
 Witkie remiz
 ray rosenfeld
 Werner rothenberg
 Louise sanders
 rose schwartz
 sarah Mode sichel
 norman steiner
 Leopold stiefel
 nathan strauss
 rose strauss
 Walter tunick
 Isidor Weil
 Carrie Weiler
 
February 2 – 8
 herta bachenheimer
 doris bader
 Iosif  barg
 ruth bargeski
 joseph blankenstein
 Margaret burckhardt
 Isaac e. Cohen
 Leah Coin
 eva davidoff
 edward felsenthal
 julia fleischer
 sadie forman

 herta frank
 Klara fried
 adalbert L. furst
 Moritz Gartner
 frederick Gerber
 albert heimann
 john j. hochstadter
 Gertrude s. horowitz
 berthold hutz
 jerome jacobs
 frieda Kahn
 Katherine Karmel
 herbert Katz
 anna Katzki
 hedwig Kesson
 betty Kestenbaum
 Morris Klein
 adelheit Klingenstein
 Paul a. Kohlmann
 Corinne Lauber
 dr. frederick b. Laufer
 rose Levy
 bernice Lubich
 jennie Malinoff
 regina Mandelbaum
 Milton Marx
 sophie Marx
 samuel Morgenroth
 betty Moser
 frieda Moses
 richard Mueller
 Martin neuhaus
 abe newman
 else newman
 julio Ottenheimer
 Ira robinson
 Lenora Miller robinson
 annie rosenbluth
 elga rosenfeld
 herbert saalfeld
 hannah schaye
 Polina schretski
 Max schuster
 William h. schusterman
 Luise seeman
 reny smerka
 david strauss
 Ida strauss
 selma strauss
 joseph stream
 frieda suran
 erna teichner

 rosa uhlfelder
 helen b. Weisel

February 9 – 15
 Leo barth
 Walter bassist
 hugo baumgart
 fred brandon
 david brickman
 josef eichenberg
 Lucy Zobel eliaser
 hermann englaender
 Lina erle
 sybille francke
 Curt frankel
 amelia fuld
 bertha Gluck
 else Godwin
 frieda Goetz
 Max Goldmann
 steffie Goldmann
 Polly Grohs
 fred h. hamburger
 rosalie hart
 nathan hausman
 else heart
 harold hersh
 Clementine herz
 ernest hesse
 Matthew jacobs
 Louis joseph
 jenny Kahn
 julius Kaufmann
 rafael Kohn
 Mordechai Kohon
 ariel ‘eric’ Kruk
 joan Landauer
 stefan Lauber
 herbert Lichtstern
 Margo Lindauer
 dr. Israel r. Margolies
 dr. Leo Marquith
 alfred Mayer
 trude Melzer
 ernestine Morris
 abe neuman
 Mark Pomper
 Marianne romano
 eli rosenberg
 edith rosenthal
 Leopold roth
 friederike rubens

 dr. Gerda saul
 Paul schiff
 arthur schulhafer
 sarah schweitzer
 anna sedwitz
 William smith
 samuel solow
 Isidor M. stutz
 Mary unger
 Lotte Wahle
 albert Weil
 betty C. Weis
 friedel Wollmeringer

February 16 – 22
 Louis allman
 Max baender
 emily baker
 rae bendheim
 helen f. berg
 Charles berger
 Max bloch
 else Cohn
 dorothy davis
 William davis
 sari dolinger
 Isaac doniger
 Ida dreifus
 Moritz eberhardt
 alice eisenheimer
 Oscar eisner
 Caroline eppstein
 Martin fox
 harriet fuss
 estelle Gold
 teddy Graubard
 Lillian Gruberg
 Louis hart
 Max heyman
 Lilly heymann
 bernard hirsch
 joel s. hirschfeld
 frieda W. hochberger
 Leo hochberger
 Walter horn
 Pauline Isaacs
 anni Kastan
 solomon Katz
 albert Kaufman
 sgt. edmund j. Klingenstein
 henry Kohlmann

Continued on page 10
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 ernest Landsberg
 Leopold Levy
 Marta Lomner
 arthur Mayer
 elfriede Meininger
 Carrie Meyer
 elsie Monatt
 Lou Myerson
 judes neuman
 Ida neumark
 samuel Oberst
 helen Oringer
 bertha Philipp
 julius Philipp
 ruth Priest Pollitz
 Irwin reutlinger
 jeanie rosenzveig
 elsye r. rothschild
 Paula salzman

 norma scharmaz
 Lillian schwartz
 jennie schwarzbaum
 Moritz schwarzbaum
 fannie sofransky
 Walter sondhelm
 fritz strauss
 jerome vigushin
 Ida Weinschenck
 Philip Weinstat
 Max Wetzler
 ann Zizmor
 
February 23 – 29
 rose adler
 Clara arnstein
 edward baar
 julius baer
 hedda blum
 Moses david
 Gerda dittman

 Morris duhan
 helen eckstein
 david finkelstein
 elsie frank
 adolph Gerson
 Minnie Glauber
 nasha hamlet
 Liselotte hartmann
 Cynthia holcomb hall
 Milton hymes
 Irma Isner
 siegmund jaeger
 Leopold Kende
 harry Kessler
 herman Kestenbaum
 Isidore M. King
 hannah Kirchheimer
 susan Kun Leddy
 Clara Levin
 harriet Loeb
 sophie Malvin

10  |  j a n ua r y - f e b r ua r y  2020

 hyman Mandelsberg
 eugene Marx
 hertha Marx
 sophie Mayer
 Gerda nesselroth
 amalia neugarten
 hermann Pomper
 henrietta rothschild
 arthur saalfeld
 Paul schachter
 abraham schwartz
 edward sink
 julius sommer
 Peter spivack
 jacob steuerman
 Leon Walter
 samuel Weitzenhoffer
 johanna Wiersch
 rosa Winkler
 eric Wolff

News from HT Sisterhood!

ahe hebrew tabernacle sisterhood has some exciting news to 

share. first, we are planning to resume weekly meetings in March. 

for more information about upcoming sisterhood meetings, please 

contact diana douglas at dianaddouglas@hotmail.com.  

 at hebrew tabernacle, family services are always worthwhile and 

exciting for all ages.  the sisterhood will be a part of the family service 

on friday, february 7, hosting a brief presentation by sharon sobel 

from the speaker’s bureau of Women of reform judaism during the 

service. join us afterwards in the social hall for dinner and presenta-

tions by hebrew school students, followed by a sisterhood “Meet and 

Greet” in Classroom 2 with wine and cheese.

Worshipping, Learning, and 
Growing with Rabbinic 
Intern Rebecca Hecht

Being part of the hebrew tabernacle family gives us many opportu-

nities to share in worship and explore our relationship to judaism. 

this winter, we have had many chances to learn with rabbinic Intern 

rebecca hecht, who has been teaching at our services, in collabora-

tion with student Cantor robby Wittner and her mentor, rabbi jeffrey 

Gale.

 On december 4, a dozen adult congregants discussed this theme: 

‘tis the season: a discussion about hanukkah, Christmas, and our 

Modern jewish families.  as jews in the united states, we experience 

both the benefits and the challenges of living in a multi-religion so-

ciety. and our 21st-century reform communities are home to many 

families with religiously diverse experiences. We shared experienc-

es, hopes, and challenges about the holiday season, as jews and as 

parents raising jewish children. Intern hecht offered some ideas for 

countering the excessive commercialism that threatens to take over 

our family holidays.  

 On shabbat (dec. 7) she continued her series of sermons on the 

prayers and songs that make up our liturgy.  she linked jacob’s awe 

at the miracle of the ladder to heaven and God’s presence by his side 

to our shabbat morning prayers, which begin with our expressions 

of gratitude for the wonders of our bodies and our souls. When we 

acknowledge of the miracles of everyday life, we voice our recognition 

of the gift of being able to wake, to see, to stand, to dress, to partici-

pate in life for another day…. We may not see angels ascending and 

descending on a stairway to heaven, nor find God standing beside us, 

ready to share words of comfort. but we can try each day to wake up a 

little bit more to the small wonders of daily life. 

 Please join us for these wonderful upcoming services and events:

— fri. jan. 10: rebecca hecht will co-lead family service

— shabbat, january 25: hecht will chant torah, preach (10 am)

  and lead a rosh Chodesh discussion over lunch at noon.

— Wed. jan. 29: hecht will lead adult study, 7:30-8:30pm

— thurs. feb. 13: hecht will lead adult study, 7:30-8:30pm

— fri. feb. 14:  Co-lead tot shabbat (6pm) and teach at Kabbalat

  shabbat service (6:45pm)

— shabbat feb. 15:  she will chant torah and preach (10 am)

 Please check our website for updates and information on hecht’s 

services and adult study sessions. you will be glad you came. 
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An Update from the President
In late november I wrote a letter to hebrew tabernacle members informing them that the board of trustees was reaching out to the reform 

Movement rabbinical and Cantorial recruitment Committees to hire a part-time rabbi and/or part-time cantor.  Our hope is to hire either a rabbi 

who can lead us in song or a cantor who has preaching and pastoral care skills.  the search has officially begun and a list of the rabbinical and 

Cantorial Committees is included elsewhere in this bulletin. thanks to denny Kelk, vice President and rabbinical search Committee Chair, jen 

talansky, vice President and Cantorial search Committee Chair, desma holcomb, shelly Koy and Loren Christian for their leadership and support 

in this process.

 Many of us hope that it will be fiscally possible to again seek rabbinical and/or cantorial students and pending results of our 

search, I will appoint student clergy search committees.  those who have attended services led by student Cantor robby Wittner 

and student rabbi rebecca hecht know how special student led services can be.

 a third professional student has joined us this year. decsiree Gonzalez, a student at adelphi university, is doing her internship for 

a Master of social Work degree with us.  under my supervision, she will be working with committees, hebrew school, and on differ-

ent projects.  she is available to assist with individual or family concerns and connect people to needed services.

 Our recent events, the thanksgiving Interfaith service and the rummage sale were amazingly successful. special thanks go to 

rabbi Gale for the thanksgiving Interfaith service and to the rummage sale Committee led by rose ellen neidish and Michael Klein.  

While too early at this writing to know, the virtual Menorah fundraiser, begun by robinanne turiel, looks like a major success.

 Please do not hesitate to contact me with your thoughts, questions, or suggestions.  I am generally available in person after ser-

vices, by appointment, or by email (joanhtpres@gmail.com).  If you prefer, leave a message with the ht office (212 568-8304) and I 

will call you back as quickly as possible.
joan serrano Laufer, President


