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	 R A B B I ’ S  m e s s a g e

This profound statement strikes a Jewish chord.  When Jews 

drink a toast, they are likely to say L’Chayyim, “To Life!”  This is 

no accidental custom; it reflects a zest for life, and a high valua-

tion of the worth of human beings, inculcated by Judaism itself.  At its 

deepest level, this reverence for life is rooted in the daring affirmation 

of the opening chapter of the Bible that God created human beings 

according to the Divine image, implying that the spirit of a human be-

ing is God-like and therefore sacred.

	 On Yom Kippur and on the three pilgrim festivals, we recite Yizkor 

because we cherish the lives of our loved ones who are no longer with 

us.  Indeed, over a period of about one year, we have lost five Holo-

caust survivors. They were once pillars of our congregation, either by 

regularly attending Shabbat services, by serving the community, or by 

performing tikkun olam.  Their deaths particularly sadden me because 

they represent the end of an era at Hebrew Tabernacle. In their own 

particular ways, they overcame the scars of the past to begin a new life 

in America.  Their lives inspire me to this very day.

	 Another major lesson that emerges from the recitation of Yizkor is 

the importance of valuing our relationships, whether they be family or 

friends.  Most of us are busy people.  We get so involved in our affairs 

that we often take our loved ones for granted.  We need to take time to 

tell them how much we love and appreciate them.  We need to settle 

any disputes or disagreements before it’s too late.  None of us knows 

the date of our death or the date of the death of our loved ones.  What 

is most tragic about death is when our loved ones are suddenly taken 

from us, when we have unfinished business, and when there is a sud-

den hole in our lives.  

	 Today, I also reflect on how many people never attend to unfinished 

business. They impoverish their lives by either bearing long-standing 

grudges or by failing to appreciate their loved ones before it is too 

late.  I think of the following words written by Charles Hanson Towne:

		  Around the corner I have a friend,

		  In this great city that has no end;

		  Yet days go by, and weeks rush on,

		  And before I know it, a year is gone.

		  And I never see my old friend’s face,

		  For life is a swift and terrible race.

		  He knows I like him just as well

		  As in the days when I rang his bell

		  And he rang mine.

		  We were younger then,

		  And now we are busy, tired men:

		  Tired with playing a foolish game,

		  Tired with trying to make a name.

Continued on page 3
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	 No Services on July 5 & 6 –
	 Congregants are invited to attend
	 Ft. Tryon Jewish Center services in our
	 building at 8:20 pm (5th) and 9:00 am (6th)

	 Friday, July 12, 2019	 TAMUZ 9
		  6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

	 Saturday, July 13, 2019	 TAMUZ 10
			   Parashat Chukat
		  10:00 am: Shabbat Service

	 Friday, July 19, 2019	 TAMUZ 16
		  6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

	 Saturday, July 20, 2019	  TAMUZ 17
			   Parashat Balak
		  10:00 am: Shabbat Service

	 Friday, July 26, 2019	 TAMUZ 23
		  6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

	 Saturday, July 27, 2019	 TAMUZ 24
			   Parashat Pinchas
		  10:00 am: Shabbat Service



Web address: www.hebrewtabernacle.org
Published bi-monthly by the

Hebrew Tabernacle of Washington Heights 
551 Fort Washington Avenue

New York, NY 10033-1908
212-568-8304
212-927-5428 fax

htoffice@nyc.rr.com
a member of the Union for Reform Judaism

2  | j uly  - august      2019

	 HEBREW TABERNACLE 
	 CONGREGATION 
	 A Liberal Congregation & 
	 Progressive Community Center 

Jeffrey Gale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                               Rabbi 
rebjeff2028@gmail.com 

Robby Wittner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               Student Cantor 
???????@???????? 

Dr. Robert L. Lehman, z”l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Rabbi Emeritus 

Joan Serrano Laufer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                President 
Joanhtpres@gmail.com  

Dr. Denny Kelk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                Vice President 
dennykelk@gmail.com

Mike Klein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      Vice President 
mkleinnyc@rcn  .com

Jen Talansky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Vice President

 jentalansky@gmail.com

Sara Silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                Associate Treasurer 
sarasilver7@gmail.com

Desma Holcomb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Secretary 
desma.holcomb@gmail.com 

Mitchell Gershonowitz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Webmaster 
susan_gellert@yahoo.com 

Diana Douglas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Sisterhood President 
dianaddouglas@hotmail.com

Hilary Zatz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Chair, Chesed Committee 
htoffice@nyc.rr.com

Hebrew School Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Sara Silver & Loren Christian
Sarasilver7@gmail.com and lchristian@muzosa.com

Harriet Bailer, Diana Douglas & Regina Gradess Gold Wing Curators 
EHBailer@aol.com;dianaddouglas@hotmail.com; 

ReginaG99@gmail.com

Sheldon Koy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Administrative Director/Educator 
skhspr@gmail.com 

Craig M. Cannon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Bulletin Designer 
htoffice@nyc.rr.com 

David Hirsch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Bulletin Editor 
htoffice@nyc.rr.com 

Jen Talansky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      Tot Shabbat 
jentalansky@gmail.com

T’FILLAH SCHEDULE
	 August 2019  TAMUZ-AV 5779
		  Friday, August 2, 2019	 AV 1
				    Rosh Chodesh
			   6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

		  Saturday, August 3, 2019	 AV 2
				    Parashat Matot-Masei
			   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

		  Friday, August 9, 2019	 AV 8
			   6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

		  Saturday, August 10, 2019	 AV 9
				    Shabbat Chazon
				    Erev Tish’a B’Av
				    Parashat Devarim
			   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

		  Friday, August 16, 2019	 AV 15
			   6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

		  Saturday, August 17, 2019	 AV 16
				    Shabbat Nachamu
				    Parashat Vaetchanan
			   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

		  Friday, August 23, 2019	 AV 22
			   6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

		  Saturday, August 24, 2019	 AV 23
				    Parashat Eikev
			   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

		  Friday, August 30, 2019	 AV 29
			   6:45 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat

		  Saturday, August 31, 2019	 AV 30
				    Rosh Chodesh Elul
				    Parashat Re’eh
			   10:00 am: Shabbat Service

Subscribe to the Bulletin!!
Thanks for your support!
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RABBI’S Message
Continued from page 1

		  “Tomorrow,” I say, “I will call on Jim,

		  Just to show that I’m thinking of him.”

		  But tomorrow comes--and tomorrow goes.		

		  And the distance between us grows and grows.

		  Around the corner!--yet miles away...

		  “Here’s a telegram, sir,”

                    	 “Jim died to-day.”

		  And that’s what we get and deserve in the end:

		  Around the corner, a vanished friend.

	 Whenever we recite Yizkor, we think of our family members and 

loved ones who are no more and reflect on how we can best preserve 

their memories.  We honor them by reflecting on the wonderful mo-

ments we had with them when they were alive and by cherishing 

our relationships with those loved ones who are still living. We honor 

them by regarding all humans as being created in God’s image. We 

honor them by taking their dreams and aspirations to the next level, 

by continuing where they left off, and by doing our part to build a bet-

ter world.  In the words of Rabbi Tarfon, “The day is short, and the work 

is great, and the Master of the House is insistent.  It is not our duty to finish 

the work, but we are not free to neglect it.” “ Ask Dr. Ruth”
a Resounding Success
at Hebrew Tabernacle

More than 300 community residents previewed “Ask Dr. Ruth,” the 

new Hulu documentary about the radio sex therapist, sharp-

shooter and Holocaust orphan who is Hebrew Tabernacle’s most fa-

mous congregant. Dr. Ruth Westheimer’s talk of hot sex will help keep 

our building cool, as the event raised $8,000 to fund upcoming air 

conditioning repairs. 

	 The documentary “Ask Dr. Ruth,” which is now available on Hulu, 

traces the path of a European orphan who studied psychology in Paris 

and at Columbia Teacher’s College and became a forceful advocate of 

sexual and mental health, and an early proponent of gay rights and 

AIDS education. Dr. Ruth’s commitment to good sex and frank talk 

are as relevant today as ever, as is her determination to stand up to 

discrimination and bigotry and to educate Americans about the Holo-

caust.

	 “From all of the things I’ve survived, I have an obligation to live large 

and make a dent in this world,” said Dr. Ruth in the free community 

screening that took place at Hebrew Tabernacle on Sunday, May 19. 

	 The YM-YWHA of Washington Heights/Inwood co-sponsored the 

event, and hosted an audience discussion moderated by Y CEO Martin 

Englisher.  We were also grateful for the sponsorship of NY Presbyte-

rian Hospital and the support in publicizing the event from other con-

gregations that share our building: Fort Tryon Jewish Center, Iglesia 

Nuevas Buenas, and Uptown Church. We especially appreciate all our 

neighborhood and Congregational sponsors and all those in the audi-

ence who came and made donations.

HEBREW TABERNACLE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Officers & Board Members
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Sara Silver, Treasurer 

Morton Orentlicher, Assoc. Treasurer 

Desma Holcomb, Secretary 

Board Members
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Fredy K. Seidel  •  Justin Shames 

Navahjo Stoller  •  Amy Wittner 

Hilary Zatz 

Diana Douglas, Pres. of Sisterhood

Mark Hamburgh, Former President

Ralph Selig, Former President
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WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS:
4/1/18 –6/3/19

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
	 received a donation from…
		  Harriet & Eugene Bailer		  In honor of Cantor Robby’s gifts of music to us all

CLERGY ASSIST FUND
	 received a donation from…
		  Anatoly & Gisele Garelik		  Assists to cover the Rabbinic intern payroll costs
		  Brian Schneider & Jennifer Talansky		  Assists to cover the Rabbinic intern payroll costs
		  Robinanne Turiel & Todd Rubinstein		  Assists to cover the Rabbinic intern payroll costs

AIR CONDITIONING RENOVATION FUND
	 received a donation from…
		  Marcia Annenberg		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  John Authers & Sara Silver		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Susan Berlin		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Mitchell Gershonowitz & Susan Gellert		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event
		  Richard & Helen Goldenberg		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Mark & Rita Hamburgh		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event
		  Jennifer Ho		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Michael Horowitz & Arlene Hahn		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Paula Jennings		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Michael & Melanie Klein		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Joseph & Joan Serrano Laufer 		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event
		  Peter Mintun 		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Elizabeth Moore & Joseph Haberstroh		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event
		  Melody Morrow		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Daniel Mutlu 		  Donation for Air Conditioner Renovation
		  Lois Naftulin		  In honor of Dr. Ruth for “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event
		  Rose Ellen Neidish 		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event
		  Eva Notis		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Mitchell Preiss		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Daryl Samuel		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event: In honor of Ruth Hamburg
		  Brian Schneider & Jennifer Talansky		  Donation for Air Conditioner Renovation
		  Gary Thalheimer		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  David Townsend		  In memory of Janis Townsend
		  Various		  Donations from “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Andres & Deborah Ball-Witlin		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Steven & Amy Wittner		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		  Robert, Hilary & Eliot Zatz		  “Ask Dr. Ruth” Event 
		
GENERAL FUND 
	 received a donation from…
		  Laura Altschuler		  In memory of our dearly departed Beatrix Dinitz
		  Bella Y. Bankoff		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Nathan Gordon
		  Jeff & Marjorie Bauml		  In memory of the Yahrzeits of Ada Speyer and Eugenie Seligsberg
		  Eva B. Feist		  In memory of various Yahrzeits
		  Arthur & Joanne Frank		  In memory of the Yahrzeits of all Levite/ Frank family
		  Charles Friedman		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of George Meseritz
		  Charles Friedman		  In memory of Lilli Friedman
		  Teresa Garcia		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Javier Garcia Zurita
		  Barbara Gonzo		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Harry Dlugatch
		  Mark & Rita Hamburgh		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Celia Klein
		  Ingrid Hirsch		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Suzanne Galimir & Frederic Hirsch
		  Rolf Hoexter		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Frederick Hoexter
		  Pauline Jakobsberg 		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Gerda Jakobsberg  Continued on page 5
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Donations
Continued from page 4
		  Howard Kayne 		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Renee Obermeier
		  Michael, Melanie & Julia Klein		  In memory of our dearly departed Rita Rosenthal 
		  Michael, Melanie & Julia Klein		  In memory of Lilli Friedman 
		  Carolyn Lee Kohlman		  In memory of the Yahrzeits of Emma Norman & Herman Kohlman
		  Martin Lasus & Joan Kaiser		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Florence Feigenbaum
		  Sharon Lehman		  In memory of the Yahrzeits of Charlotte Tucker,
				       Rabbi Robert L Lehman, Joseph Wolfgang Tucker, Toni Lehman
		  Helen Neidell		  In memory of the Yahrzeits of Ernest, Julius and Henny May
		  George & Suzanne Oberlander		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Magda Oberlander
		  Ruth Pollack & Martin Bressler		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Norbert Pollack
		  Harry Reis & Ellen Nakhnikian		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Margot Reis
		  Herbert & Suzanne Susskind		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Dorothy Gabriel
		  Pauline & Lawrence Ungar		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Henny Hamburger
		  Dr. Ruth Westheimer		  In memory of the Yahrzeits of Manfred Westheimer, Irma &
				       Julius Siegel, Pauline & Moses Hanauer, Selma Siegel
		  Gwynne H. Wohlgemuth		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Ross Secunda
		  Gerald Zobel 		  In memory of the Yahrzeit of Max Zobel
 		
GENERAL FUND DONATIONS – MISC.
	 received a donation from…
		  Eve Leopold & Marvin Reinheimer		  General Fund Donation
		  Linda C. Hirsch & Frank Moshman		  General Fund Donation: Thanks for such beautiful services.
		  Mark & Rita Hamburgh		  In honor of Hilary Zatz
		  Michael, Melanie & Julia Klein		  In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Maya Simone Nimowitz
		  Rita Rosenthal		  In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Josie Authers

PRINCIPAL’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
	 received a donation from…
		  Tara Collins		  In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Josie Authers 
		  Cari Fershing		  Donation

PURIM CARNIVAL FUND
	 received a donation from…
		  Various		  Purim Fundraiser for restoring gas - donations from various HS students 

SEDER FUND
	 received a donation from…
		  Laura Altschuler		  Contribution to support the annual Seder
		  Jeff & Marjorie Bauml		  Contribution to support the annual Seder
		  Valentina Marcenaro		  Contribution to support the annual Seder
		  Sharon Skura		  Contribution to support the annual Seder
		  Ann Sprayregen		  Contribution to support the annual Seder
		  Gary Thalheimer		  Contribution to support the annual Seder
			 
SISTERHOOD
	 received a donation from…
		  Diana Douglas		  In memory of Rita Rosenthal
		  Michael, Melanie & Julia Klein		  In memory of Rita Rosenthal
		  Gary Thalheimer		  In memory of Lilli Friedman
		  Robert & Hilary Zatz		  In memory of Rita Rosenthal 

TOT SHABBAT 	
	 received a donation from… 
		  Brian Schneider & Jennifer Talansky		  Tot Shabbat Program

YOUTH & FAMILY FUND
		  Bryna Helfer		  In memory of Lilli Friedman: May her memory be a blessing



IN MEMORIAM
In grateful memory of the departed whose names are taken from the re-
cords of Hebrew Tabernacle and Beth Am and which appear on a separate 
weekly Yahrzeit list. It is our minhag to read Yahrzeit names at the Shabbat 
services following the date. If you would like a name read, please call the 
office in the preceding week.

YAHRZEIT LIST
June 30 – July 6, 2019
	 Herman Blumenthal
	 Ernest Caspary
	 Lena H. Cirker
	 Hattie E. Davis
	 Alice Dreifuss
	 Flora Duhan
	 Bertha Elias
	 Abraham Garfunkel
	 Mac Greenbaum
	 Nathan A. Greenberg
	 Eugene Hamburger
	 Carla Heilbut
	 Dr. Hans Hesse
	 Rosa Heyman
	 Ella Hirsch
	 Robert S. Hirschler
	 Theodore Israel
	 Nathan Jerome
	 Louis Kirchheimer
	 Erwin Koppel
	 William Koy
	 Ellen Leipzig
	 Esther Leise
	 Leo Lesser
	 Susan Loewenberg
	 Lottie Maienthau
	 Alfred Marx
	 Isabel Medina
	 Paul Meyer
	 Hugo Miller
	 Ella Mosback
	 Elsa Moses
	 Julius Oppenheimer
	 Lore Reutlinger
	 Louise F. Roos
	 Bertha Rosenberg
	 Deborah Rothschild
	 Sara Schonholtz
	 Felix Schwarz
	 Jacob Schweitzer
	 Selma Simon
	 Deborah Slosser
	 Stella Teichner
	 Fannie Ullmann

	 Marcel Weil
	 Sigl Wertheimer
	 Lothar Zander

July 7 – 13
	 Morris Abrahams
	 William Appel
	 Joseph Barber
	 Reuben Batt
	 Liddy Becker
	 Hyman Block
	 Gary Blum
	 Erna Blumenthal
	 Hansi Brinitzer
	 Irene Bronheim
	 Eric Cohn
	 Alvina Coin
	 Emanuel Collin
	 Paul Ernst
	 Jennie Finkelstein
	 Sally Fuld
	 Sigmund Glauber
	 Manfred Golding
	 Mary Greenberg
	 Martha Gruenewald
	 Else Grumbacher
	 Max Gutmann
	 Clara Hamburger
	 Frederick Heidelberger
	 Dorothea Herrmann
	 Dora Herz
	 Alfred Himmelweit
	 Ludwig Hirsch
	 Allen Kalfus
	 Willy Kasel
	 Gerdy Kleinman
	 Jeanette Koch
	 Hilde Kracko
	 Trude Lehmann
	 Staff Sgt. Hyman Levine
	 Martin Levite
	 Hanschen Levy
	 Bernard Malvin
	 Albert Mandel
	 Henry Marx
	 Rose Marx

	 Rosa McDowell
	 Augusta Merber
	 Marcel Montrose
	 Susan Myerson
	 Fanny Naschke
	 Willi M. Nelkens
	 Jacob Neugarten
	 Dr. Grete (Teutsch) Norman
	 Ruth Pierson
	 Minnie Rawle
	 Johanna Reinhardt
	 Benno Reutlinger
	 Hannah Rubino
	 Sidney Salzman
	 Max Schachter
	 Lillian Schlesinger
	 Adolf Schloss
	 Florence Schulhafer
	 Benjamin M. Schwartz
	 Madeleine Secunda
	 Irving Silverman
	 Otto Strauss
	 Joseph W. Tucker
	 Leonhard Vogel
	 Abraham Wecker
	 Isidore Winchell
	 Ernst Zirkl

July 14 – 20
	 Sophie Adler
	 Max A. Caine
	 Ludwig Dingfelder
	 Julius Gold
	 Leo Goldstrom
	 Arthur N. Goodman
	 Hilda Grau
	 Emilie Grumbacher	
	 Martin Hochstim
	 Hans Joseph
	 Fannie Kessler
	 Helene D. Klein
	 Julia Kronman
	 Berta Levina-Okon
	 Louis A. Levy
	 Elizabeth Loewenberg
	 Toni Marx
	 Berta van Moelken
	 Emanuel Neubrunn
	 Jenny Neugarten
	 Max Neugarten
	 Sally Neugarten
	 Solomon Neumann

	 Hermann Noerdlinger
	 Fritz Philipp
	 Jonas Phillips
	 Jakob Polak
	 Jesse Rosen
	 Jenny Rosenbaum Adler
	 Karola Sanders
	 Miriam Silver
	 Paula Simons
	 Edith Springer
	 Henry M. Steinberger
	 Leopold Gershon Steiner
	 Lt. Col. Walter Stern
	 Morris A. Wartell
	 Paul Weinberg
	 Hedda Weingarten

July 21 – 27
	 Greta Pecker Bauer
	 Louis Becker
	 Alfred Bloch
	 Siegfried Collin
	 Steven Flehinger
	 Senta Frank
	 Siegfried Frank
	 Amson Fromm
	 Hilda Goldschmidt
	 Lena Greenberg
	 Ernst Grumbacher
	 Willy G. Grunfeld
	 Sol Hamburger
	 Dr.  Max Hamburgh
	 Otto Hammerschlag
	 Paula Hartog
	 Bruno Heymann
	 Joseph Isner
	 Leo Kaiser
	 Marian H. Katzki
	 Lilli Kaufman
	 Philip Lacob
	 Rita Leopold
	 Jacob Lowenstein
	 Joseph Lowenthal
	 Hildegard Menke
	 Emma Meyer
	 Hyman Morris
	 Ilse Neuberg
	 Margaret Neumann
	 Leo Nordlinger
	 Oskar Oppenheimer
	 Nelly Schloss Rollman

Continued on page 7
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YAHRZEIT LIST
Continued from page 6

	 Jennie Rubens
	 Louise Saalfeld
	 Vivian Schwenk
	 Walter Schwenk
	 Toni Seligman
	 Nathan Silver
	 Herbert Sostman
	 Lilly Sternfels
	 Ilse Strassburger
	 Dina Uhlfelder
	 Linda Robin Uhlfelder
	 Lucy Wertheimer
	 Else Wetzler
	 Dr. Herman Wolf

July 28 – August 3
	 Gusti Abraham
	 Phyllis Allman
	 Yuri Arono
	 Lilo Bachrach
	 Johanna Baum
	 Kurt Berlin
	 Lucy Bissinger
	 Karoline Bloch
	 Gustav Blumenthal
	 Linda Braunschweiger
	 Sophie Dingfelder
	 Theodore Eulau
	 Jacqueline Feitler
	 Trude Froehlich
	 Leo F. Gunther
	 Millie Heidelberger
	 Hedwig Hochberger
	 Gus Jonas
	 Ida Kahn
	 Mathilda Kahn
	 Leo Kahn
	 Hilde Kaufman
	 Carl Koestler
	 Jack Leslie
	 Benjamin Loebenberg
	 Hildegard Maas
	 Lena Maculla
	 Daniel McCracken
	 Jacob Merber
	 Anne Morks
	 Samuel Mosback
	 Otto I. Neu
	 Rebecca (Dolly) Nieman
	 Dora Trachman Perlroth

	 Clem K. Rashbaum
	 Else Redelmeier
	 Annie Ring
	 Hermann D. Rubenstein
	 Grete Salomon
	 Henry Schneider
	 Dr. William Schwarz
	 Candido Sdoia
	 Gustav Stamm
	 Albert Stream
	 Elisabeth Tobar
	 Alexander S. Waldman
	 Hermann Winter
	 Egon Wollner

August 4 – 10
	 Sarah Abrahams
	 Sylvia Austern
	 Elizabeth Barth
	 Edward Baum
	 Max Baumgart
	 Elsa Bauml
	 Gerda Brandon
	 Leo Burkhardt
	 Martha Dingfelder
	 Rosettel Englander
	 William W. Falk
	 Paula Froehlich
	 Alfons Goldsand
	 Walter H. Goldschmidt
	 Walter Gross
	 Anna Hammer
	 Mathilde Heilbronn
	 Wilhelmine Hersberg
	 Coralie Herz
	 Arthur Heynemann
	 Jeanette Kaiser
	 Walter Katz
	 Mina Kavaler
	 Joseph Elias Knoepfler
	 Paula Landsberg
	 Frieda Lass
	 Leo Lehman
	 Hirsch Leib Zvi Arye
	 Mildred Levison
	 Max Lomner
	 Michael Magasiner
	 Fred Marcus
	 Abraham Myerson
	 Gertrude Myerson
	 Leonie Neuburg
	 Rita Nitzburg

	 Rachel Ockun
	 Irene Oppenheim
	 Friedchen Pollack
	 Irma Rosenthal
	 Anna Rubel
	 Thomas Schneider
	 David Schnurmacher
	 Helen Schott
	 Bettina Simon
	 Margot Steinhardt
	 Dr. Alfred J. Stern
	 Irving Stern
	 William Stokes
	 Dr. Elie Toueg
	 Nathan Weiler
	 Gussie Weingarten
	 Jacob White

August 11 – 17
	 Minna Altmann
	 William Altschuler
	 Paul Berger
	 Helen Blum
	 Babette Eichberg
	 Ernest W. Eisenheimer
	 Lawrence A. Eschelbacher
	 Martha Ettlinger
	 Simon Fleischmann
	 Stella Simons Glassman
	 Regina Goldsmith
	 Joseph J. Golieb
	 Adolph Hirsch
	 Fanny Hirsch
	 Paul Joseph Hirsch
	 Bertha Jaglom
	 Irma Jonas
	 Leon Kahn
	 Erna Kaufman
	 Adolph M. Kornreich
	 Hugo Lowenthal
	 Morris Manheimer
	 Henry Meyer
	 Jakob Michel
	 Mendel Michel
	 Hermann Monatt
	 Wilhelm Ottensooser
	 Max S. Rosenfeld
	 Frieda Salomon
	 Hannah Samuels
	 Seymour Sapadin

	 Harry Schwartz
	 Etta Sherez
	 Benno Sternfels
	 Helene Strauss
	 Jerry J. Strauss
	 Joseph Sturman
	 Fred Tager
	 Auguste Thalheimer
	 Abraham Unger
August 18 – 24
	 Martin Ahrens
	 Juda Allweil
	 Rose Altschuler
	 Robert Becher
	 Otto Brunell
	 Irving Collin
	 Fred Dittman
	 Rose Ebel
	 Jeanne M. Engel
	 Richard Froehlich
	 Milton Geist
	 Adele Goetz
	 Martha Greger
	 Ludwig Gutman
	 Albert Hamburger
	 Kurt Hanff
	 Theodore Hecht
	 Katie Heilbronn
	 Sarah Jacobson
	 Alfred Kadden
	 Emma Kahn
	 Siegmund Katz
	 Ernest & Walter Kaufman
	 Maurice E. Keidan
	 Kurt Kessler
	 Samuel Klein
	 Alice Eva Kulb
	 Helen Gitsky Laurie
	 Toni Lehman
	 Rose Leslie
	 Ella Maier
	 Flora W. Matthews
	 Martha Militzer
	 Eileen Commanday Mullen
	 Helen Oliver
	 Greta Oppe
	 Bella Reutlinger
	 Corp. Sidney Rosenberg
	 Esther Caplin Rosenberg
	 Irving J. Rosenberg

Continued on page 8
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YAHRZEIT LIST
Continued from page 7

	 Manfred Rosenthal
	 Hugo Rubel
	 Carl Salamensky
	 Herbert Schnur
	 Helen Borsody Sdoia
	 Sigi Seligman
	 Ida Silverman
	 Irma Sinsheimer
	 Stephen Spector
	 Lillian Vernoff
	 Clementine Vooss
	 Robert Wollmeringer

August 25 – 31
	 William Bankoff
	 Hilda Bassist
	 Greta Bloch
	 Max Block
	 Anny Bondy
	 Arthur Bosnak
	 Mortimer Charig
	 Moses Cohn
	 Eva Collin
	 Hannah Eisner
	 Paul Englander
	 Victor Friedlein
	 Arthur Friedman
	 Edith Fromm
	 Paul Ganzman

	 Hermann Ganzmann
	 Sam Gorton
	 Kurt Gruenebaum
	 Ehrhardt Hirsch
	 Irmgard Horn
	 Rudolf Kahn
	 Hugo M. Kaufman
	 Gunther Knoepfler
	 Eugenia Kreuchen
	 Fred Laubheim
	 William Lesser
	 Ruth Levi
	 Irving N. Lisman
	 Willi May
	 Ida Neu
	 Lena Newman
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	 Wolfgang Ollendorff
	 Henny Ottenheimer
	 Susanne Popper Edelman
	 Benjamin Schaye
	 Abraham Scheuer
	 Martha Schwarz
	 Arnold Secunda
	 Edward B. Silverman
	 Louis Solomon
	 Louis Spiro
	 Jenny Straus
	 Louis Straus
	 Moses Strauss
	 Rabbi Ernest Weiss
	 Lawrence Wiener

Our Pride Shabbat service included special readings on the theme of 

transgender and lesbian, gay and bisexual life within Jewish commu-

nity and spirituality, selected by Rabbi Gale and read by Miriam Frank, 

Shelly Koy, Hilary Zatz, Regina Gradess, Andie Authers and Richard All-

man—who also gave the drash.  Allman spoke about the cross-connec-

tions he has experienced as a gay Jewish community organizer—talking 

to renters in gay bars about tenant rights organizing, finding a Jewish 

home in inclusive synagogues, working to connect the Jewish and the 

Dominican gay communities uptown.  

	 He shared a vision from our own Union of Reform Judaism:  audacious 

hospitality.  “Audacious Hospitality is a transformative spiritual practice 

rooted in the belief that we will be a stronger, more vibrant Jewish com-

munity when we fully welcome and incorporate the diversity that is the 

reality of modern Jewish life.” https://urj.org/audacioushospitality

He gently challenged us to go further in engaging with the community 

and LGBT issues than our annual Pride Shabbat service.

	 It turns out our Hebrew School, which includes children with lesbian 

parents, has started that process:  at the Oneg after services was a beau-

tiful display of art and Hebrew words that students had created to cel-

ebrate pride the week before.  

	 Cantorial Student Robbie Wittner was given funds by the congrega-

tion in May to help him buy a guitar.  It was wonderful to end the ser-

vice by singing with his strumming, the lesbian and gay anthem by Holly 

Near, “Singing for our lives.”  Two special guests enhanced our congrega-

tional singing:  Cantor Kruk (& his wife) whose daughter has just moved 

to the neighborhood, and our future Rabbinic Intern Rebecca Hecht who 

added beautiful harmonies to several songs.

Pride Shabbat Celebrates “Community”



HELP WANTED!!!
We are fixing and improving the building in many important ways, 

while increasing religious, social, and community programs. Our 

building is becoming a community social hub. Past President Joan 

Taub started the Hebrew Tabernacle slogan, “There’s always some-

thing happening at the Hebrew Tabernacle.” This has only become 

truer in recent months!

	 Thank you to the many volunteers who have helped make things 

happen and who have contributed time and money to our efforts.  

Much has been done and much is being done, but so much more is 

needed.  I am personally asking everyone to consider devoting just a 

little extra time to what they are already doing or to become more ac-

tive if you haven’t been very involved.  Our committees are open to all 

members, as participants and, in some cases, leaders! These include: 

the Chesed Committee, Finance, Fundraising, Hebrew School Parents, 

House/Building, Membership & Program, Publicity, Social Action, and 

Tot Shabbat Committees. There are so many ways everyone can help, 

and many hands always make light and fun work.

	 We have many important volunteer opportunities, either on a one-

time, periodic, or regular basis such as preparing the Friday night Kid-

dush or Shabbat morning Oneg, seasonal help with plants and trees, 

ushering, or assisting in the office.

	 If you think you might enjoy volunteering or joining any of the 

above committees, or if you see an unmet need that you would like to 

help with, please let me know!  My email is joanhtpres@gmail.com or 

leave a message for me in the office and I will call you back!

We need you! 

	 Looking forward to hearing from you,

Joan Serrano Laufer

Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club 
 

 

Join us for the next meeting of the Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club, open to the community. 

 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019, 7 – 8:30 pm 
Meeting in Classroom 2 

The Jew Store, by Stella Suberman (1998) 

For a real bargain, while you're making a living, you should make also a life. --Aaron Bronson. In 1920, in 
small town America, the ubiquitous dry goods store--suits and coats, shoes and hats, work clothes and 
school clothes, yard goods and notions--was usually owned by Jews and often referred to as "the Jew 
store." That's how Stella Suberman's father's store, Bronson's Low-Priced Store, in Concordia, 
Tennessee, was known locally. The Bronsons were the first Jews to ever live in that tiny town (1920 
population: 5,318) of one main street, one bank, one drugstore, one picture show, one feed and seed, 
one hardware, one barber shop, one beauty parlor, one blacksmith, and many Christian churches.  

Questions and suggestions: Contact Susan Gellert at susan_gellert@yahoo.com 

Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club 
 

 

Join us for the next meeting of the Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club, open to the community. 

 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019, 7 – 8:30 pm 
Meeting in Classroom 2 

The Jew Store, by Stella Suberman (1998) 

For a real bargain, while you're making a living, you should make also a life. --Aaron Bronson. In 1920, in 
small town America, the ubiquitous dry goods store--suits and coats, shoes and hats, work clothes and 
school clothes, yard goods and notions--was usually owned by Jews and often referred to as "the Jew 
store." That's how Stella Suberman's father's store, Bronson's Low-Priced Store, in Concordia, 
Tennessee, was known locally. The Bronsons were the first Jews to ever live in that tiny town (1920 
population: 5,318) of one main street, one bank, one drugstore, one picture show, one feed and seed, 
one hardware, one barber shop, one beauty parlor, one blacksmith, and many Christian churches.  

Questions and suggestions: Contact Susan Gellert at susan_gellert@yahoo.com 

Join us for the next meeting of the Hebrew Tabernacle Book Club,
open to the community.

Wednesday, July 31, 2019, 7 – 8:30 pm

Meeting in Classroom 2

Kaddish.com, by Nathan Englander (2019)
	 Larry is the secular son in a family of Orthodox Brooklyn Jews. When 

his father dies, it’s his responsibility to recite the Kaddish, the Jewish 

prayer for the dead, every day for eleven months.  To the horror and 

dismay of his sister, Larry refuses — imperiling the fate of his father’s 

soul.  To appease her, Larry hatches an ingenious if cynical plan, hiring 

a stranger through a website called kaddish.com to recite the prayer 

and shepherd his father’s soul safely to rest.

	 Sharp, irreverent, hilarious, and wholly irresistible, Englander’s tale 

of a son who makes a diabolical compromise ingeniously captures the 

tensions between tradition and modernity — a book to be devoured 

in a single sitting whose pleasures and provocations will be savored 

long after.
Questions and Suggestions:

Contact Susan Gellert at susan_gellert@yahoo.com 
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Day of Service At HT

On Saturday, June 22, a group of volunteers assembled at HT to 

work on cleaning and beautifying the building, inside and out. VP 

Denny Kelk coordinated the activities which included painting class-

room 2, polishing the pews in the Sanctuary, preparing the Fort Wash-

ington Avenue door for painting, trimming the hedges, cleaning out 

the weeds and planting flowers. Navi, John and Shelly went shopping 

for supplies beforehand. 

	 The people who worked hard on the projects included:

	 Diana Douglas, Denny and John Kelk, Ellen Knickmeyer, Shelly and 

Noah Koy, Jeremiah McGarvey, Ethan Park, Iris Snyder with Elijah and 

Jordan, Justin Shames with Aidan and Gavin, Sara Silver with Andie 

and Josie, Navi Stoller.

	 We are hoping to schedule more days of service so watch for future 

announcements!

The Shames and Snyder families
polished the pews in the Sanctuary
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Annual Member Meeting
	 Attendees shared plans for next year and welcomed incoming rab-

binic intern Rebecca Hecht.

	 This year’s Annual Congregational Meeting was upbeat and orient-

ed toward the future.  In-person attendance exceeded the required 

quorum, and in combination with proxy ballots, represented 45% of 

our membership (59 people).  After President Joan Srrano Laufer’s 

opening remarks and Rabbi Gale’s invocation, Nominations Commit-

tee Chair Rose Ellen Neidish oversaw the election in which the slate 

of Board members and Officers was elected with broad support. This 

slate had been developed by the Board, based on candidates recruit-

ed or reconfirmed by Ms. Neidish’s Committee, and no additional can-

didates had been put forward during the petition period outlined in 

our By Laws.  

	 Members had already received reports via email on the prior year’s 

achievements of 14 Committees (with hard copies on-site).  So the 11 

Committee leaders or co-chairs were able to focus their brief reports 

on future plans for the coming year.  Some highlights:  

	 • Additional Hebrew School sessions on Hebrew language in May/

June.

	 • The theme of “connectivity” for Tot Shabbat—connecting these 

35 young parents to the Hebrew School, older members with grown 

kids and to adult services

	 • The Ritual Committee announced that we will use a new Reform 

prayer book, liturgy and music for the High Holidays.

	 • Just as members have started a Book Club, teen Havdalah Hang 

and 10 Treasures tai chi class, Program Committee encourages mem-

bers to initiate peer-led clubs & classes.

	 • Sisterhood is looking to re-start for a new era and plans to fund-

raise for summer camp scholarships in support of our Hebrew School 

families

	 • Volunteers are needed for fun, careing visits to our homebound 

and hospitalized members & nursing home residents.

	 • Watch for a congregation-wide meeting to set one Social Action 

priority for this year. 

	 • We are applying for a substantial grant to meet the security needs 

of our building—please join the HT Security Committee and work 

with the other 3 congregations to implement the plan to keep our 

members and children safe. 

	 • Everyone can participate in some way in fundraising for our com-

munity and specifically for our new Air Conditioning (AC) systems—

from a GoFundMe page, significant Leadership Circle Donations, 

member-loans and events — see the article on “Ask Dr. Ruth” event!  

Donations to the Seder kept the cost affordable for the 80 attendees 

and will be needed again for the coming year.

	 Following the business meeting, members socialized with our cler-

gy: incoming Rabbinic Intern Rebecca Hecht (Fall 2019), continuing 

Cantorial Intern Robby Wittner and Rabbi Jeffrey Gale. 

	 Thank you to all who attended, sent in proxies, and are committee 

members, volunteers and leaders.  We sent our appreciation, in writ-

ing, to our outgoing Board members, and we welcome our returning 

and incoming Board members and Officers.

Hebrew Tabernacle Hebrew School students show their support for our LGBTQ community



HEBREW TABERNACLE
   o f  wa s h i n g t o n  h e i g h t s

	 551 Fort Washington Avenue
	 New York, New York 10033-1908

Thanks to Eileen Scigliano and Larry Cytryn for sponsoring HT’s participation in the
“Celebrate Israel” Parade!! From left are their sons Sam & Eddie


